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Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Hereford. 

March,  1924. 

« 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen , and  Councillors  of  the 

City  of  Hereford. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
of  the  City  for  the  year  1923,  and  the  Report  on  the  School  Medical 
Services  for  the  “same  period. 

Progress.— During  the  year  under  review  the  work  of  the 
Health  Department  has  been  consolidated  and  slightly  extended. 
Owing  to  the  large  increase  in  the  attendance  at  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centre  an  additional  weekly  session  was 
instituted  on  October  1st.  The  appointment  of  an  additional 
Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse  has  permitted  the  work  of  Health 
Visiting  to  be  brought  up  approximately  to  the  standard  laid  down 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Satisfactory  progress  was  made  in 
the  work  of  constructing  the  new  main  sewer  for  the  southern 
area  of  the  City  and  in  the  alterations  and  additions  at  the  Out- 
fall Works. 

Housing. — During  the  year  31  new  dwellinghouses  were 
erected.  No  houses  were  built  as  part  of  a Municipal  Scheme. 
There  are  in  the  City  132  houses  which  will  be  represented  as  unfit 
under  the  Housing  Acts  as  soon  as  opportunity  arises  and  in 
addition  212  houses  are  below  a reasonable  standard  of  fitness. 
Taking  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  made  at  the  last  census 
of  4.05  inmates  per  house,  it  is  a matter  for  regret  that  over  one- 
twentieth  of  the  inhabitants  are  living  under  unsatisfactory 
housing  conditions. 

Statistics. — The  Death  Rate  for  the  year  1923  was  11.5,  the 
Birth  Rate  was  21.5  and  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  80.5. 
The  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales  were  Death  Rate 
11.6,  Birth  Rate  19.7,  and  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  69.  The 
high  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  due  partly  to  the  large  number  of 
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children  dying  during  the  first  few  days  after  birth.  22  children 
died  under  one  month  and  of  these  16  died  under  one  week.  The 
deaths  of  22  infants  were  registered  as  due  to  Congenital  Debility. 
While  too  much  cannot  be  deduced  from  small  figures  there  is 
abundant  evidence  that  the  time  is  now  ripe  for  a much  fuller 
use  by  the  citizens  of  the  opportunities  for  ante-natal  care  afforded 
by  the  Council. 

* 

Infectious  Disease. — During  the  year  there  were  two  out- 
breaks of  Smallpox  limited  on  both  occasions  to  the  original  case. 
The  source  of  infection  was  traced  in  both  outbreaks.  An  out- 
break of  Measles  of  a particularly  virulent  type  occurred  in  the 
Spring  and  there  were  16  deaths.  From  personal  investigation  1 
was  able  to  satisfy  myself  that  with  one  possible  exception 
medical  aid  was  sought  in  the  early  stages  of  the  illness  in  all 
these  cases.  There  were  16  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  17  of 
Diphtheria  as  compared  with  27  and  55  cases  in  1922.  These 
diseases  continue  to  be  of  a comparatively  mild  type. 

Staff. — The  post  of  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  which  had 
been  vacant  since  March,  1920,  was  filled  during  the  year  : and  an 
additional  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse  has  been  appointed. 

School  Medical  Inspection. — The  total  number  of  children 
medically  inspected  at  the  Schools  has  increased  from  938  to  1,008 
in  spite  of  the  smaller  number  of  children  in  attendance  at  the 
Elementary  Schools.  The  number  of  attendances  at  the  Minor 
Ailment  Clinic  was  7,868  as  compared  with  5,491  in  1922. 

In  conclusion  I have  to  acknowledge  the  sympathetic  con- 
sideration you  have  given  to  all  matters  I have  laid  before  you, 
the  loyal  co-operation  of  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department,  and 
the  kind  assistance  of  the  other  Corporation  Officials. 

I am,  yours,  etc.. 


A.  MIDDLETON  BROWN,  M.D. 
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CITY  OF  HEREFORD. 


1923. 


1.— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,031  acres. 

Population  (1921)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...23,250 

Estimated  Population  to  the  middle  of  1923  ...  ...  23,700 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (estimated  1923)...  ...  5,330 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (estimated)  1923  5,800 
Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £137,164  0 0 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £571  10  4 


2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


TOTAL 


/Legitimate  ...  ...  481 

births  \ Illegimate  ...  ...  28 

Birth  Rate  as  given  by  Registrar-General 


MALE.  FEMALE. 

243  238 

14  14 


21.5 


TOTAL 

Deaths  ....  ...  •••  •••  272 

Death  Rate  as  given  by  Registrar-General 


MALE. 

129 


FEMALE 


143 

11.5 


Number  of  Women  Dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  Child  Birth  : — 

(1) .  From  Sepsis  ...  1 

(2) .  From  other  causes  ...  1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  per  1000  Births  ...  80.5 

Legitimate  35.  Illegitimate  6.  Total  41. 

Deaths  from  Measles,  all  ages  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough,  all  ages  ....  ...  ...  4 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea,  under  two  years  of  age  ...  ...  4 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


TOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED.  * CASES  ADMITTED  TO  HOSPITAL.  TOTAL  DEATHS. 
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* 111  addition  one  suspected  case  was  admitted  to  the  Observation  Block  and  after 
four  days  the  diagnosis  of  Vesicular  Dermatitis  was  established. 
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Tuberculosis. — Cases  of  Non-Residents  Notified  during 
the  Year 

One  female  aged  27  years  was  notified  from  Nieuport  Sanatorium 
who  was  previously  notified  in  the  Hereford  Rural  District. 
One  male  aged  42  years  was  notified  from  Nieuport  Sanatorium 
who  should  have  been  notified  in  1920. 

One  female  aged  24  years  was  notified  from  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  who  was  previously  notified  in  Leominster. 
Twenty-two  notifications  were  received  from  the  Herefordshire 
General  Hospital  of  cases  admitted  from  outside  the  City, 
comprising  three  pulmonary  and  19  non-puimonary.  One 
non-pulmonary  case  died  in  the  Hospital. 

The  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  Tuber- 
culosis deaths  was  1:13  for  pulmonary. 

The  following  table  shows  the  interval  between  date  of  noti- 
fication and  date  of  death  in  the  case  of  Tuberculosis  deaths  : 

Non- 

Pulinonary.  Pulmonary 

Number  notified  over  5 but  under  6 years  before 

death.  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — - 

Number  notified  over  2 but  under  3 years  before 

death  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 


Number  notified  over  1 but  under  2 years  before 

death  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 1 

Number  notified  over  6 months  but  under  12  months 

before  death  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

Number  notified  under  6 months  before  death  ...  7 — 

Number  notified  after  death  ...  . . ...  1 

Notified  as  Inward  Transfers  ...  ...  ...  1 

Notification  Of  Chicken  Pox.— On  26th  June  the  Town  Council 


did  by  resolution  order — 

“ That  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889, 
shall  apply  in  the  district  of  the  City  of  Hereford  to  the 
disease  of  Chicken  Pox,  in  addition  to  the  infectious  diseases 
specifically  mentioned  in  the  said  Act,  for  the  period  of  three 
calendar  months,  owing  to  a case  of  Smallpox  at  present 
existing  in  the  City,  and  to  the  fact  that  Smallpox  is  prevalent 
in  the  adjoining  County  of  Gloucester. ” 

This  order  was  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  it 
was  further  extended  till  the  end  of  the  year. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Five  cases  were  notified  during  the 


year. 


CASES. 

Notified. 

Treated 

Vision 

un-impaired. 

Vision 

impaired 

Total 

blindness. 

Deaths 

At 

home. 

In 

Hospital. 

5 

4 

1 

5 

... 

... 

8 

4. — CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

There  have  been  no  specially  noteworthy  causes  of  sickness 
and  invalidity  during  the  year. 

SMALLPOX. 

After  an  absence  of  twenty  years  this  disease  made  its 
unwelcome  appearance  in  the  City  in  February.  The  infection 
was  brought  from  the  adjoining  county  of  Gloucestershire  and 
this  case  would  appear  to  be  the  first  one  recognised  as  Smallpox 
in  the  extensive  outbreak  in  that  County.  I was  asked  to  see 
the  patient — a young  unvaccinated  woman — by  one  of  the 
medical  Practitioners  in  the  City  about  4 p.m.  on  the  afternoon 
of  22nd  February,  and  the  patient  was  admitted  to  the  Smallpox 
Hospital  within  three  hours.  Your  Health  Committee  had  re- 
cently authorised  the  repair  and  renovation  of  the  buildings  and 
the  hospital  was  all  in  readiness.  Two  of  the  permanent  staff  of 
the  Isolation  Hospital  volunteered  for  duty  to  nurse  the  patient. 
The  case  was  seen  by  Dr.  Bruce  Low  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  on 
24th  February  and  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed. 

There  were  fourteen  immediate  contacts  of  whom  eight  were 
in  the  City.  All  were  re-vaccinated  and  kept  under  daily  ob- 
servation for  sixteen  days  after  the  date  of  contact.  The  patient 
made  a good  recovery  and  was  discharged  from  Hospital  on 
10th  April. 

On  April  24th  I asked  the  Health  Committee  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  holding  the  May  Fair  as  cases  of  Smallpox  were 
beginning  to  occur  in  adjoining  counties.  The  matter  was  dis- 
cussed at  a Special  Meeting  of  the  Council  but  the  plans  for  the 
Fair  were  too  far  advanced  for  any  action  to  be  taken  and  the 
recommendation  of  your  Health  Committee  to  abandon  the  Fair 
was  not  adopted. 

On  20th  June  a letter- was  received  from  the  Acting  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  Gloucester  to  say  that  a man  who  had  been 
a contact  of  Smallpox  had  been  notified  to  him  as  suffering 
from  “ Chickenpox  doubtful  Smallpox/'  and  had  proceeded 
to  his  work  in  Hereford  as  usual  on  the  18th  June,  I found 
the  man  at  work  and  after  examining  him  requested  him  to  go 
to  his  lodgings  at  once  and  await  my  arrival.  Along  with  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I saw  him  at  his  lodgings 
about  an  hour  later  and  made  a diagnosis  of  Small  pox  and  had 
him  removed  to  the  hospital.  He  was  one  of  a gang  of  railway 
painters  from  Gloucester  who  lived  in  Hereford  from  Monday  to 
Saturday.  Another  member  of  the  gang  had  taken  ill  the  previous 
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day  and  returned  to  Gloucester  where  he  developed  Smallpox. 
The  other  seven  members  of  the  gang  who  were  contacts  were 
withdrawn  to  Gloucester  by  the  Railway  Company.  There  were 
six  contacts  in  the  City.  The  case  was  seen  on  the  evening  of 
his  removal  to  Hospital  by  Dr.  Stock  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
who  happened  to  be  in  Hereford  on  other  official  duty.  The 
patient  made  a good  recovery  and  was  discharged  from  Hospital 
on  19th  July. 

On  26th  June  a letter  was  received  from  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  Long  Eaton  to  say  that  a recent  visitor  to  Hereford 
had  been  admitted  to  the  local  Smallpox  Hospital  on  the  20th 
June.  On  making  enquiries  at  the  address  indicated  I found  that 
the  visit  had  lasted  from  the  2nd  to  the  9th  June,  so  that  the 
disease  which  takes  about  fourteen  days  to  develop  must  have  been 
contracted  either  in  Hereford  or  immediately  before  coming 
thither.  Fortunately  all  the  inmates  except  one  had  been 
recently  vaccinated  and  the  one  exception  consented  to  be 
vaccinated  forthwith.  It  was  afterwards  ascertained  that  the 
person  infected  had  travelled  in  a railway  train  from  Gloucester 
along  with  a boy  who  had  a rash  on  his  face  and  who  appeared 
to  be  ill.  There  were  no  secondary  cases  in  the  City. 

It  will  be  seen  that  during  the  year  there  were  three  distinct 
foci  of  infection  and  it  is  a wonder  that  the  disease  did  not 
spread  as  there  are  many  persons  in  the  City  who  are  either 
unprotected  or  insufficiently  protected  against  Smallpox  by 
vaccination.  The  first  case  is  instructive.  She  was  unvaccin- 
ated. Her  only  child  also  unvaccinated  developed  Smallpox  in 
Gloucestershire.  Her  husband  who  shared  her  room  and  attended 
her  during  the  early  days  of  her  illness  had  been  vaccinated 
while  on  war  service  and  he  escaped.  During  1923  there  were 
more  cases  of  Smallpox  in  England  and  Wales  than  during  the 
whole  of  the  previous  ten  years.  It  is  true  that  the  type  of 
disease  prevalent  is  mild  but  we  have  no  guarantee  that  it  will 
remain  so.  Are  we  to  accept  the  protection  afforded  by  vaccin- 
ation or  are  we  to  take  the  twofold  risk  of  allowing  Smallpox  to 
become  endemic  and  to  assume  a more  virulent  type  ? The  latter 
will  mean  interference  with  the  business  and  commercial  life  of 
the  nation  and  a considerable  financial  burden  to  the  ratepayers 
and  taxpayers.  The  expenses  incurred  in  nursing  and  isolation 
of  the  two  cases  of  Smallpox  in  the  City  of  Hereford  last  year 
amounted  to  over  £155. 
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5. — SUMMARY  (for  reference).  OF  NURSING  ARRANGE- 
MENTS,  HOSPITALS  AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS. 

(A) .  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home,— District  Nursing  is 
carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the  Hereford  City  Nursing  and  Maternity 
Society.  There  are  no  special  arrangements  for  the  home  nursing 
of  Infectious  Disease  in  the  homes  ; the  school  nurses  visit  school 
children  who  are  known  to  be  suffering  from  infectious  diseases 
such  as  measles,  whooping  cough,  etc.,  and  give  directions  to  the 
parents  as  required. 

* 

There  are  four  private  Nursing  Homes  in  the  City. 

(B) .  Midwives  . — The  nine  midwives  practising  in  the  City 
are  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Public  Health  Department  . 


(C).  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 


NAME. 

Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare 
Consultations 

School  Clinic  for 
Minor  Ailments 


School  Clinic  for 
Dental  Refraction 
and  Ear  and 
Throat  work. 

Tuberculosis  Dispen- 
sary. 

V.D.  Centre 


SITUATION. 

St.  Owen  Street, 
adjacent  to 
Town  Hall 

Town  Hall 


St.  Owen  Street 
adjacent  to 
Town  Hali. 


St.  Peter  Street. 


Here  ton!  General 
Hospital. 


NATURE  OF 
ACCOMMODATION. 

Waiting  Room. 
Weighing  Room. 
Consultation  Room. 

Waiting  Room. 
Inspection  & Treat- 
ment Room. 
Record  Office 

Waiting  Room 
Operating  Room, 
Recovery  Room. 
Dark  Room. 

Consulting  Room. 
Waiting  Room. 

Male  and  Female 
Wards,  with  4 and 
;>  Beds  respectively 
Treatment  Room. 
Waiting  Room 
Attendant’s  Room 


BY  WHOM  FOUNDED 

Hereford  U.D.  Local 
Authority. 


Hereford  U.D.  Local 
Authority. 


Hereford  U.D.  Local 
Authority 


Herefordshire  County 
Council. 

Herefordshire  County 
Council. 


(D).  Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council 


l. 

9 

mJ  • 

3. 

4. 


r- 

5. 


Tuberculosis 

Maternity 

Children 

Fever 


Smallpox 


— None. 

— None. 

— None. 

— The  City  Hospital  is  situated  on  high  ground 
near  the  City  boundary,  and  has  accommo- 
dation for  32  patients. 

— The  Smallpox  Hospital  is  situated  near  the 
City  Fever  Hospital,  and  has  accommo- 
dation for  12  patients. 


11 


(E) .  Apart  from  the  Workhouse  and  Children’s  Home  pro- 
vided by  the  Board  of  Guardians  there  is  no  institutional  provision 
for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants,  and  homeless  children 
in  the  City.  There  is  an  Orphanage  for  Roman  Catholic  children 
and  also  an  Industrial  School  for  Boys  in  the  City. 

(F) .  Ambulance  Facilities. — The  Local  Sanitary  Authority 
owns  a horse-drawn  ambulance  for  infectious  cases  and  hand  ambu- 
lance for  police  cases. 

A private  motor  ambulance  is  available  for  hire  in  the  City  for 
non-infectious  cases,  and  the  Rural  District  Council  Motor 
Ambulance  for  infectious  cases  is  available  for  long  distance 
journeys. 

6.— LABORATORY  WORK. 


Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  as  well  as  the 
Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examination  of  waters  are  carried  out 
at  the  Laboratory  attached  to  the  County  Health  Department. 

Reports  on  specimens  submitted  by  Medical  practitioners  from 
City  patients  are  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  City 
for  his  information.  This  is  useful  in  controlling  the  notification 
of  such  diseases  as  Dipthheria,  Tuberculosis  and  Enteric  Fever. 


The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  work  done  for  the 
City  during  the  year  1923  : — 

Positive.  Negative.  Total. 

For  Diphtheria  Bacilli  ...  ...  60  416  476 

,,  Typhoid  Bacilli— 

(1)  Urine  ...  ...  — 4 4 

(2)  Stool  ...  ...  — 4 4 

,,  Tubercle  Bacilli — 

(1)  Sputum  ...  ...  13  105  118 

(2)  Urine  ...  ...  1 2 3 

(3)  Tissues  ...  ...  1 1 2 

,,  Gonorrhoea  ...  ...  ...  1 2 3 

,,  Anthrax  ...  ...  ...  — 1 1 

Urine  for— 

(1)  Diphtheria  ...  ...  — 1 1 

(2)  Albumen  ...  ...  — 5 5 

(3)  Pus  ...  ...  3 — 3 

Other  examinations  ...  ...  2 2 4 

Blood  Films  ...  ...  ...  — — 4 


Totals 


81 


628 


Eight  throat,  one  nose,  and  one  vaginal  swabs  from  patients 
giving  persistent  positive  results  for  Dipthheria  were  sent  to 
Birmingham  University  Laboratories  to  be  tested  for  virulence. 
One  throat  swab  was  certified  as  positive  and  the  others  as  nega- 
tive. 
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The  examination  of  materials  for  the  Wasserman  reaction  in 
connection  with  the  Venereal  Diseases  Treatment  Scheme  is 
carried  out  at  Birmingham  University  Laboratories. 

ANTITOXIN. 

A supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  available  for  City  cases  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  (out- 
side London)  Order,  1910.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
whereby  Antitoxin  can  be  obtained  at  the  City  Police  Station  by 
day  or  night  when  the  Health  Department  is  closed.  Influenza 
vaccine  as  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  is  available  for 
practitioners  attending  City  cases. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYELAWS  AND  LOCAL  REGULATIONS 

IN  THE  CITY. 

The  following  adoptive  Acts,  Byelaws  and  local  regulations 
relating  to  the  public  health  are  in  force  in  the  District 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  (April,  1891). 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Parts  2,  3 and 
4).  (April,  1891). 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  Part  1 ; Sec- 
tions 15  and  16,  18  to  24,  26  to  33,  of  Part  2 ; Sections  34 
to  37,  43,  45  to  51,  of  Part  3;  Parts  4,  5,  and  6; 
Sections  78  to  81,  83  to  86,  of  Part  7 ; Parts  8,  9, 

and  10.  (April,  1910). 

* 


Byelaws  : — 

Good  Rule  and  Government  and  Prevention  of  Nuisances.  (1903). 
Slaughterhouses.  (Public).  (1866). 

Slaughterhouses.  (1903). 

Management  of  the  Public  Slaughterhouses.  (1916). 

Cattle,  Butter,  Poultry,  Fish,  Vegetable  and  Butchers'  Markets. 
(1871  and  1879). 

Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements,  the  Cleansing  of  Earth 
Closets  and  Cesspools  and  Removal  of  House  Refuse  (1903). 
Keeping  of  Water  Closets  supplied  with  sufficient  water  for  flush- 
ing. (1903). 

Nuisances.  (1903). 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  (1903). 

Offensive  Trades.  (1903). 

New  Streets  and  Buildings.  (1904). 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  in  the  Suburban  portion  of  the  Gity 
(1909). 
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Pleasure  Grounds  and  Open  Spaces.  (1910). 

Regulating  the  Employment  of  Children  and  Young  Persons. 
(1920). 

New  Buildings.  (1914). 

Regulations  for  preventing  waste,  misuse,  undue  consumption 
or  the  contamination  of  Water.  (1900). 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  and  similar  structures.  (1922). 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


Statute  under 
which  procee- 
dings were 
instituted. 

Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs 
Act,  1875. 


Ditto. 

Housing,  Town 
Planning,  etc. 
Act,  1909. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 


OFFENCE. 


Selling  milk  deficient  of 
16  per  cent  of  Fat. 


Selling  milk  deficient  of 
10  per  cent  of  Fat. 

Failing  to  comply  with 
notice  to  cease  to  inhabit 
dwelling-house. 

Ditto 


Failing  to  comply  with 
Justice's  Order  to  quit 
dwelling-house. 

^ L 


Fines 

Costs 

1 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d- 

... 

20 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

REMARKS. 


Dismissed.  Justice 
deciding  that  the 
milk  was  sold  as 
it  came  direct 
from  the  cows. 

Ditto. 


Ordered  to  quit 
within  six  weeks 
Complied  with. 

Ordered  to  quit 
within  six  weeks. 


7.— SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 


Water  Supply. — Samples  of  water  from  the  City  supply  have 
been  examined  from  time  to  time  bacteriologically  and  found 
satisfactory. 

Twelve  samples  of  water  from  seven  wells,  and  two  samples 
of  water  from  the  Withy  Brook  at  Upper  Bullingham,  from  which 
it  was  proposed  to  supply  five  dwelling-houses  in  course  of  erection, 
were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis. 

The  water  from  one  well  and  that  from  the  Withy  Brook 
were  reported  to  be  unfit  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 
Arrangements  are  being  made  for  the  town  supply  to  be  laid  on 
in  the  former  case,  and  in  the  latter,  the  owner  constructed  two 
wells,  the  water  in  which  was  reported  after  several  analyses  to 
be  fit  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

Districts  supplied  with  Well  Water. — There  are  90  houses  in  the 
City  supplied  by  55  wells  ; of  these,  60  are  outside  the  system  of  the 
town  water  mains.  The  particulars  in  regard  to  the  districts  are 
as  follows  : 
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Hunderton  and  Belmont  Road 

Houses. 

...  8 ... 

Wells 

5 

Grafton  and  Red  Hill 

...  7 ... 

6 

Bullingham 

...  15  ... 

7 

Putson 

...  16  ... 

9 

Hampton  Park  and  Tupsley 

...  10  ... 

6 

Aylestone  Hill  ... 

...  2 ... 

2 

Canon  Moor 

...  4 ... 

2 

King's  Acre  and  Huntington 

...  19  ... 

12 

Holmer 

...  6 ... 

4 

Westfields 

...  3 ... 

2 

Totals  ... 

...  90  ... 

55 

During  the  year  the  use  of  3 wells  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes  was  discontinued,  and  the  City  supply  was  laid  on. 
Two  wells  were  constructed  to  supply  5 new  houses  outside  the 
system  of  the  town  water  mains. 

Sewage  Disposal. — A new  main  sewer  is  being  constructed  to 
drain  the  whole  of  the  southern  area  of  the  City.  This  will  carry 
the  sewage  from  that  area  to  the  sewage  works  by  gravitation. 
The  scheme  will  permit  the  future  development  of  a large  part  of 
the  City  hitherto  unsewered,  and  the  house  drains  in  the  Hunderton 
district  which  at  present  empty  into  cesspools  will  be  able  to  be 
connected  to  the  City  Sewerage  system.  The  existing  sewer  in  the 
area  is  carried  under  the  River  Wye  by  means  of  a syphon  and  has 
been  found  insufficient. 

The  main  sewers  and  subsidiary  sewers  in  the  City  have  been 
thoroughly  cleansed  and  a number  of  obsolete  street  gullies 
replaced  by  properly  trapped  gullies. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works.— Extensive  alterations  are  being 
carried  out  at  these  works,  including  the  provision  of 

(a)  Screening  and  detritus  chambers. 

(b)  Efficient  pumping  plant  to  deal  with  the  whole  of  the 
sewage. 

(c)  Alterations  to  the  existing  septic  tanks  to  permit  more 
efficient  treatment  of  the  sewage. 

When  these  works  are  completed  it  will  be  possible  to  deal 
with  six  times  the  dry  weather  flow. 

Refuse  Destructor. — The  Local  Authority  are  proposing  to 
erect  a modern  three  cell  destructor  which  will  be  capable  of  dealing 
with  the  whole  of  the  City’s  refuse  for  some  years  to  come.  At 
present  about  two-thirds  of  the  refuse  is  being  tipped,  and  this 
gives  rise  to  nuisance. 
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Closet  Accommodation.— 

The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  houses  and  types  of 
closets  in  the  outlying  districts  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 


Pail 

Earth 

Houses. 

Privies. 

Closets. 

Closets 

Hunderton  and  Belmont  Road  51 

10  . 

. 34  ... 

2 

Breinton  and  Broomy  Hill 

8 ... 

1 . 

. 6 ... 

1 

Grafton  and  Red  Hill 

4 ... 

1 . 

. 4 ... 

— 

Bullingham 

10  ... 

3 . 

5 ... 

— 

Putson 

14  ... 

3 . 

. 9 ... 

— 

Hampton  Park  and  Tupsley 

28  ... 

3 . 

. 19  ... 

2 

Aylestone  Hill 

13  ... 

3 . 

6 

4 

Canon  Moor 

4 ... 

- — 

. 3 ... 

— 

King’s  Acre  and  Huntington 

21  ... 

7 . 

. 14  ... 

1 

Holmer  ... 

14  ... 

7 . 

8 ... 

1 

W estfields 

4 ... 

1 . 

. 2 ... 

— 

Other  Districts 

8 ... 

1 . 

. 7 ... 

— 

Totals 

179 

40 

117 

11 

POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

A large  number  of  fish  were  found  dead  in  the  Castle  Green 
Pool  which  is  fed  by  the  Yazor  Brook  which  runs  through  the  City. 
Three  samples  of  water  were  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis 
but  there  was  no  evidence  of  intensive  pollution  which  would 
cause  the  fish  to  die.  The  Pool  has  been  kept  under  observation 
but  nothing  further  has  developed. 


NUISANCES,  INCLUDING  DRAINAGE  DEFECTS. 

WORK  DONE  THROUGH  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 
DRAINAGE— 


Obstructed  drains  opened  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ..  71 

Defective  drainage  repaired  or  relaid  ...  ...  ..  4 4 

Houses  with  insufficent  drainage,  extra  provided  ...  ..  3 

Glazed  stoneware  gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ..  31 

Sewer  interceptors  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  11 

Disconnecting  and  inspection  chambers  constructed  ...  ...  19 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Ventilating  shafts  fixed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  IT 

Cesspools  cleaned  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ..  ..  J 
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WATER  CLOSETS,  PRIVIES,  AND  URINALS— 

Obstructed  w.c’s  opened  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  23  . 

Dilapidated  w.  c’s  repaired  or  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  27 

Insufficient  accommodation,  extra  w.c’s  erected  ...  ...  6 

New  “ Washdown  ” basins  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pedestal  basins  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Soil  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ventilation  provided  to  w.c.  compartments  ...  ...  ...  5 

Water  supply  provided  to  w.c’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Flushing  apparatus  repaired  or  new  provided  ...  ...  61 

Dirty  walls  of  closets  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Privies  and  pail  closets  abolished  and  water  closets  provided  ...  2 

Urinals  repaired  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Urinals  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Trough  Waterclosets  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


DWELLING  HOUSES,  &c.— 

Dirty  and  dilapidated  houses  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  32 

Pantries  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Unsuitable  buildings  discontinued  as  dwelling  houses  ...  ...  2 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Chimneys  and  fireplaces  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Dangerous  stairs  and  defective  windows  repaired  ...  ...  35 

Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dilapidated  wash-houses  repaired  or  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  11 

Dirty  walls  of  wash-houses  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  12 

Stagnant  water  removed  from  cellars  ...  ...  ...  4 

Yards  and  passages  paved  or  paving  relaid  ...  ...  ...  6 

Water  supply  provided  to  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Galvanized  refuse  bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Dangerous  cellar  windows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Wells  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

SINKS,  WASTE  PIPES,  AND  SPOUTING— 

Dilapidated  sinks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

New  glazed  stoneware  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Waste-pipes  provided  to  sinks  . ...  ...  ...  11 

Waste  and  rain-water  pipes  disconnected  from  drains  ...  ...  17 

Spouting  repaired  or  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 


KEEPING  OF  ANIMALS  AND  MANURE— 

Nuisances  from  animals  improperly  kept,  abated  ...  ...  12 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  refuse  removed  ...  ...  39 

Stables  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


MISCELLANEOUS— 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  limewashed 
Drains  removed  from  inside  cowsheds  and  dairies 
Milkstores  improved 
Bakehouses  limewashed 
,,  ventilated 

Floors  of  bakehouses  cleansed 
Restaurant  kitchens  cleansed 
Outworkers  premises  cleansed 
Caravans  removed 
Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated 


74 

2 

4 
7 
1 
2 

5 
1 

6 
32 
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An  account  of  drainage  and  other  work  necessary  to  abate 
nuisances,  which  has  been  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  is  shown  in  detail  in  the  preceding  table.  The 
following  table  shows  the  number  of  notices  served  and  those 
complied  with  during  the  year  : — 


Statute  or  Bye-Law. 

Notices 

not 

complied 
with  at 
end  of 

1922 

Notices 

19 

served 

23 

■ 

Complied 
with  1923 

Notices 

not 

complied 
with  at 
end  of 
1923 

Prelimin- 

ary. 

Statu- 

tory. 

Public  Health  Acts 

47 

383 

6 

386 

50 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

1 

21 

— 

20 

2 

Housing  Acts 

3 

4 

3 

6 

4 

Hereford  Improvement  Act 

2 

3 

— 

4 

1 

Infectious  Disease  (Preven- 
tion) Act 

^ 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

Regulations  under  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Order 

85 

85 

City  Bye-laws 

3 

7 

— 

10 

— 

Total 

56 

504 
v \ 

9 

— J 

512 

57 

513 


In  addition  to  the  above  notices,  166  letters  were  written  by 
the  Inspector  and  92  reports  made  to  other  departments  ; 29  re- 
ports dealing  with  infectious  disease,  and  70  on  miscellaneous 
matters  were  also  made. 

There  were  175  complaints  investigated,  and  30  tests  applied 
to  drainage  (24  by  water  and  6 by  smoke).  Particulars  of  visits 
and  inspections  are  as  follows  : — 


Nuisances  ... 

...  1119 

Works  in  progress  ... 

126 

Housing  Acts 

78 

Infectious  Disease  ... 

97 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

122 

Outworkers 

55 

Bakehouses 

39 

Common  Lodging-houses 

9 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

...  109 

Public  Abattoir  ...  ...  ... 

39 

Food-preparing  places 

80 

18 


Stables  and  Piggeries 

47 

Offensive  Trades 

7 

Schools  and  Public  Buildings 

9 

Public  Conveniences 

59 

Miscellaneous 

156 

Total 

...  2151 

TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS  AND  SIMILAR  STRUCTURES 

The  whole  of  the  caravans  used  for  habitation  during  the  May 
Fair  were  visited.  No  infectious  disease  was  detected.  The 
attention  of  three  owner  occupiers  of  vans  was  drawn  to  con- 
traventions of  the  Bye-laws.  They  left  the  City  immediately 
and  no  further  action  was  taken. 

v B 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  City. 

FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES. 

In  addition  to  the  restaurant  kitchens  and  bakehouses  which 
..are  inspected  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  sausages  and 
other  meat  products  are  made  at  or  in  connection  with  31  butchers’ 
shops. 

There  are  also  eleven  fried  fish  shops  and  five  tripe  boiling 
premises. 

In  two  instances  it  was  necessary  to  draw  attention  to  in- 
sanitary conditions  through  the  want  of  cleanliness  at  fried  fish 
shops. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  five  tripe  boilers,  1 gut  scraper,  and  two  hide  and 
skin  depots  in  the  City.  They  have  been  conducted  in  a satis- 
factory manner. 

PUBLIC  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  are  no  private  Slaughterhouses  in  the  City. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  or  deposited  in  the  Public  Abattoir  during  the  year. 

Beeves  2,163,  Calves  905,  Sheep  5,737,  Lambs  2,507,  Pigs 
3,309,  Goats  2,  and  Deer  1,  total  14,624  as  compared  with  14,826 
in  1922,  and  12,823  in  1921. 
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Diseased  Carcases,— The  following  diseased  conditions  were 
found  in  animals  at  the  Abattoir  during  the  year  and  the  carcases 
or  portions  were  voluntarily  surrendered  with  the  exception  of  the 
carcase  of  a bull  for  which  a Justice’s  Order  to  destroy  had  to  be 
obtained. 

Cows — 

Tuberculosis  (general)  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  (localised)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Inflammation  of  liver  and  intestines...  ...  2 

Actinomycosis  (heads)  ...  ...  ...  3 

Strangulation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Injury  and  decomposition  ...  ...  ...  2 

Emaciation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bulls — 

Tuberculosis  (general)  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  (localised)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bullocks — 

Tuberculosis  (general)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Peritonitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Abscesses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Injury  and  decomposition  ...  ...  ...  1 

Heifers — 

Tuberculosis  (general)  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  (localised)  ...  ...  ...  1 

111  bled  and  ill  set  ...  ...  ...  2 

Calves — 

Immature  and  Inflammation  ...  ...  1 

Sheep — 

Congestion  of  internal  organs  ...  ...  1 

Abscesses  (kidneys)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Emaciation  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Injury  and  decomposition  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Lambs — 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Emaciation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pigs — 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pleurisy  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dropsy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Congestion  of  internal  organs  ...  .^.  6 


OTHER  UNSOUND  FOOD. 

The  following  unsound  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered  for 
destruction. 

Seventy-four  pounds  of  beef,  35  pounds  of  mutton,  18  pounds 
of  ox  kidneys,  420  pounds  of  tomatoes,  and  6 bags  and  4 packets 
of  baking  powder. 

Preserved  Foodstuffs. — Consisting  of  14  pounds  of  corned 
beef,  9 tins  of  condensed  milk,  19  tins  of  tomatoes,  68  tins  of  fruit, 
28  tins  of  fish  and  one  tin  each  of  fishpaste,  asparagus,  and  peas. 

PIGSTYES  AND  PIG  KEEPING. 

The  Byelaws  governing  the  keeping  of  pigs  in  the  vicinity  of 
dwellinghouses  which  had  been  somewhat  relaxed  during  the  war 
are  now  being  strictly  enforced. 

The  notice  of  four  owners  of  pigs  was  drawn  to  breaches  of 
the  Byelaws  and  in  each  case  the  Byelaws  were  complied  with. 

DISINFECTION. 

The  following  are  particulars  in  regard  to  disinfection  of 
rooms,  bedding,  etc.  : — 


DISEASE. 

ROOMS. 

BEDDING. 

Smallpox 

• • • 

31 

8 

Scarlet  Fever 

• • • 

17 

15 

Diphtheria 

18 

19 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Phthisis  ... 

11 

8 

Other  Diseases 

9 

7 

Totals 

• • • 

. . . 88 

59 

i 
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The  whole  of  the  rooms  were  disinfected  by  formalin  vapour 
and  the  bedding,  etc.,  by  steam.  In  addition,  the  Smallpox 
Hospital  was  disinfected  on  three  occasions.  A ward  at  the 
Herefordshire  General  Hospital,  5 taxi  cabs,  a Red  Cross  Ambul- 
ance, a Railway  cabin  , 4 Public  Library  books,  3 School  books,  and  6 
private  books,  were  also  disinfected.  Five  Library  books  and 
two  lots  of  bedding  were  destroyed. 

The  disinfection  by  steam  is  carried  out  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital  by  means  of  a ” Manlove  Alliott  ” high  pressure  steam 
disinfector. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  two 
Registers  are  now  kept,  the  one  being  restricted  to  retail  purveyors 
of  milk  and  the  other  to  wholesale  traders  and  producers  who  do 
not  sell  milk  retail. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  the  names  of  58  retail  pur- 
veyors and  18  wholesale  traders  and  producers  on  the  Registers. 
Of  the  58  retail  purveyors,  45  are  registered  as  retailers  (17  of  whom 
come  from  outside  the  City),  and  13  as  cowkeepers  and  retail  pur- 
veyors. Of  the  18  wholesale  traders  and  producers,  9 come  from 
outside  the  City. 

In  May  and  October  the  usual  circular  letters  were  sent 
drawing  attention  to  the  regulations  requiring  the  limewashing  of 
dairies  and  cowsheds,  and  these  letters  were  followed  up  by  in- 
spection to  see  that  the  limewashing  had  been  carried  out. 

Many  of  the  cowsheds  in  the  City,  while  complying  with  the 
regulations,  are  old  and  quite  out  of  keeping  with  modern  dairy 
construction. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (CONDENSED  MILK)  REGULATIONS 

1923. 

During  1923  a new  note  was  struck  in  Food  Legislation  by 
the  coming  into  force  of  the  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk) 
Regulations,  1923.  In  addition  to  protecting  the  consumer,  these 
regulations  aim  at  educating  him  in  food  values.  This  is  a distinct 
advance,  for  propaganda  in  matters  affecting  the  health  of  the 
people  particularly  when  such  bears  the  hall-mark  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  is  largely  before  the  Public  at  the  present  time.  The 
regulations  lay  down  that  each  tin  of  condensed  milk  as  usually 
retailed  must  bear  a label  showing  amongst  other  things,  the  exact 
equivalent  in  full-cream  milk  or  skimmed  milk  to  the  contents  of 
the  tin  of  condensed  milk.  Here  we  have  a very  helpful  com- 
parison which  enables  the  consumer  to  assess  the  exact  food  value 
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of  the  article  purchased,  and  also  the  cost  of  production  over  and 
above  the  cost  of  the  raw  material  to  him.  The  regulations  also 
require  that  all  condensed  skimmed  milk  must  be  labelled  “ Unfit 
for  Babies.”  Such  milk  is  deprived  of  practically  all  its  fat,  but 
its  use  in  infant  feeding  in  the  poorer  classes  is  widespread  and 
this  is  the  cause  of  very  many  cases  of  malnutrition,  wasting,  and 
premature  death  in  infancy. 

While  condensed  milk  has  its  undoubted  uses,  there  is  a 
crying  need  for  a higher  consumption  of  fresh  milk  among  the 
people  in  this  country.  Fresh  milk  is  an  ideal  food.  It  contains 
all  the  essential  elements  of  a diet — proteid,  carbohydrates,  and 
fat — in  appropriate  quantities,  and  in  a readily  assimilable  form. 
In  addition  it  contains  the  accessory  food  factors  or  vitamines 
which  are  now  known  to  be  so  necessary  for  normal  growth  and 
nutrition.  While  its  bulk  prevents  it  being  the  staple  article  of 
diet  in  growing  children  and  adults,  nevertheless  it  is  a very 
desirable  adjuvant.  The  consumption  of  fresh  milk  in  this 
country  per  head  is  less  than  one-third  of  that  in  the  United 
States  of  America  where  the  production  of  milk  of  a very  high 
degree  of  purity  permits  the  people  to  drink  it  with  complete 
safety  in  its  raw  state. 


\ 
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REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  UNDER  THE  SALE  OF 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS,  ETC. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
articles  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis  during  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1923,  and  the  result  of  the  analysis  : — 


ARTICLES. 

Number 

purchased 

Number 

genuine 

F ormal  I nf  ormal 

/ 

Formal  Informal 

i 

Milk 

21 

6 

19 

5 

Dried  Milk 

— 

2 

- — 

2 

Cream  (Preserved) 

- — 

1 

1 

Cream  (Clotted) 

1 

— 

1 

Butter 

— 

7 

— 

7 

Margarine  ... 



2 

— 

2 

Lard 



6 

— 

6 

Cheese 



3 

— 

3 

Coffee 

— 

2 

— - 

2 

Pepper 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Mustard 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Rice 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Flour  (Self-raising)  ... 

— 

2 

2 

Baking  Powder 

— 

2 

— 

1 

Egg  Powder 

— - 

3 

— 

3 

Sponge  Cake 

8 

— 

8 

Totals 

21 

52 

19 

50 

7 

3 

69 

Number 

adulterated. 


Formal  Informal 


2 


4 


OBSERVATIONS. 

Milk. — All  the  samples  were  free  from  preservative  and 
artificial  colouring  matter,  and  except  in  one  case  free  from 
excessive  amounts  of  dirt.  This  sample  contained  2.75  parts 
per  100,000  of  extraneous  solid  matter  and  the  vendor  was 
cautioned. 

Of  the  21  “ formal  ” samples,  15  were  certified  as  genuine  ; 
4 as  genuine  but  low  in  fat  ; 1 to  be  deficient  of  16  per  cent,  of  fat, 
and  1 to  be  deficient  of  10  per  cent,  of  fat.  Summonses  were 
issued  in  the  last  two  cases.  Both  cases  were  dismissed,  the 
Justices  deciding  that  the  milk  was  sold  as  it  came  direct  from  the 
cows. 
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Of  the  “ 6 informal  ” samples,  3 were  certified  as  genuine  > 
1 as  genuine  and  of  very  good  quality  ; 1 as  genuine  and  of  fair 
quality  ; and  1 to  be  deficient  of  20  per  cent,  of  fat.  A " formal  ” 
sample  was  afterwards  taken  in  the  last  case  which  was  deficient 
of  16  per  cent,  of  fat  and  is  referred  to  above. 

Dried  Milk.— The  two  samples  were  as  labelled  prepared  from 
full  cream  milk. 

Butter  and  Lard. — All  the  samples  were  genuine  and  of  good 
quality. 

Margarine. — The  two  samples  contained  less  than  10  per  cent, 
of  butter  fat,  and  contained  11.7  and  12.9  per  cent,  of  moisture 
respectively,  and  0.1  per  cent,  each  of  Boric  Acid  preservative. 

Cheese. — The  three  samples  were  all  of  good  quality  and 
contained  over  36  per  cent,  of  butter  fat. 

Baking  Powder.— One  of  the  samples  only  yielded  1.9  per  cent, 
of  Carbonic  Acid  gas  whereas  a good  Baking  Powder  should  con 
tain  not  less  than  6 per  cent.  The  deficiency  was  probably  due 
to  its  being  kept  in  a damp  place  and  the  remainder  of  the  stock 
was  withdrawn  from  sale. 

$ponge  Cakes. — All  the  samples  were  certified  to  be  free  from 
Boric  Acid  preservative. 

Other  Articles. — All  these  were  certified  to  be  genuine  and  of 
good  quality. 


MARGARINE  ACT,  1887. 

No  wholesale  dealers  in  Margarine  were  registered  during  the 
year  and  there  are  still  five  premises  registered  wherein  the  business 
s carried  on. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (CREAM  AND  MILK)  REGULATIONS, 

1912  AND  1917. 


1.— Milk  and  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved  Cream  : — 


Milk  ... 
Cream... 


Number  of  samples 
examined  for  the 
presence  of  a 
preservative. 


27 

1 


Number  in  which 
preservative  was 
reported  to  be 
present. 

Nil 
* Nil. 
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2.— Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream  : — 

(a)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted 
for  analysis  to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the 
label  as  to  preservatives  were  correct. 

(1) .  Correct  statements  made  1 

(2) .  Statements  incorrect  ...  Nil. 

Total  ...  ...  1 


(b)  Determinations  made  of  milk  fat  in  cream  sold 
as  preserved  cream. 

(1) .  Above  35  per  cent.  . .,  I 

(2) .  Below  35  per  cent.  ...  Nil. 

Total  ...  ...  1 


(c)  There  have  been  no  instances  where  (apart  from 
analysis)  the  requirements  as  to  labelling  or 
declaration  of  cream  have  not  been  observed. 

(d)  No  cases  have  arisen  in  which  the  Regulations  have 
not  been  complied  with. 

3. — Thickening  Substances. — There  was  no  evidence  of  their 
addition  to  cream  or  preserved  cream. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1922, 

SECTION  4. 

No  instance  of  any  addition  of  colouring  matter,  etc.,  to 
milk  has  come  under  the  notice  of  the  Department  during  the 
year. 


RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1911. 

Three  samples  of  flock  manufactured  from  rags  weie  submitted 
to  the  City  Analyst  for  the  purpose  of  analysis  to  ascertain  if  they 
conformed  to  the  standard  of  cleanliness  laid  down  in  the  Rag 
Flock  Regulations,  1912.  Each  sample  was  certified  to  be  of 
satisfactory  quality,  containing  25,  20,  and  16  parts  of  Chlorine 
per  100,000  parts  of  flock.  The  limit  prescribed  is  30  parts 
Chlorine. 
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REPORT  FOR  1923. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES. 
AND  HOMEWORK. 


I.— INSPECTION. 


Including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

22 

5 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 
Workshops 

83 

6 

(Including  W’shop  Laundries) 
Workplaces 

17 

10 

Total 

122 

21 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

Particulars. 

of 

1 

Referre  d 

Prosecu- 

Found. 

Remedied. 

to  H.M 
Inspector 

tions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts  * 

Want  of  cleanliness 

5 

5 

• • • 

Want  of  ventilation 

... 

• • ■ 1 f 

. • • 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 

... 

... 

Other  nuisances 

5 

5 

• . ♦ 

• • . 

f Sanitary  / insufficient 
accommoj  unsuitable  or  de- 

2 

1 

... 

dation-  ( fective 

2 

2 

. . . 

not  separate  for  sexes 

... 

... 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 

Workshop  Act 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 
ground bakehouse  (S.  101) 
Breach  of  special  sanitary  re- 

... 

... 

... 

quirements  for  bakehouses 
S’s.  97  to  100)  ... 

8 

8 

Other  Offences 

3 

3 

• * • 

Total 

25 

23 

1 

... 

* Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

f Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  has  been 
adopted  by  the  Council  ; and  the  standard  of  sufficiency  and  suit- 
ability of  sanitary  accommodation  for  persons  employed  in  factories  and 
workshops  has  been  enforced  as  laid  down  in  “ The  Sanitary  Accommodation 
Order  of  4th  February,  1903,  No.  89/' 
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3.— HOMEWORK. 


OUTWORKERS’  LISTS,  SECTION  107. 


NATURE 

OF 

WORK 

List  received  from 

Employers. 

Addresses 

Outwork 

of 

ers 

Notices 

served 

on 

Occupi 
ers  as  to 
keeping 
or 

sending 

lists. 

Inspec- 
tions of 
Out- 
workers’ 
premises 

Twice  in  the  year 

Once  in  the  year 

Received 
from  other 
Councils 

Forwarded 
to  other 
Councils 

t 

Lists 

Outwo 

rkers  1 

Lists. 

Outwc 

u'kers 

Con- 

trac’rs 

Work- 

men 

Con- 

trac’rs 

Work- 

men 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(?) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

(11) 

Wearing  Apparel — 

59 

— 

88 

1 

1 

— 

1 

74 

49 

Making,  etc. 

Sacks  

12 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

3 

Furniture  & uphols’ry 

6 

— 

5 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

8 

; S 

Total  

77 

— 

99 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

97 

55 

f The  figures  given  in  columns  2,3  and  4 are  the  total  number  of  lists 
(received  from  employers  who  sent  them  both  in  February  and  August  as 
required  by  the  Act)  and  of  the  entries  of  names  of  outworkers  in  those  lists. 


4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

Bakehouses,  (Factories  and  Workshops)  ... 

26 

Domestic 

7 

Laundries 

3 

Dressmaking  and  Millinery 

22 

Tailoring 

10 

Boot  Repairing 

10 

Saddlery 

8 

Blacksmiths  ... 

9 

Cabinet  and  Upholstery 

11 

Motor  and  Cycle  Repairing 

13 

Miscellaneous ... 

31 

Workplaces  ... 

54 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

204 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 

Class. 

Number. 

(1) 

(2) 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — - 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

fa  1 

\ O . -L  fj  • ...  ... 

Action  taken  in  matters  refer- " 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

1 

red  by  H.  M.  Inspector  as 

remediable  under  the  Pub- 

^ Reports  (of  action  taken) 
sent  to  H.  M.  Inspector 

lie  Health  Acts,  but  not 

1 

under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (S.  5)  ...  ^ 

Other 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101) 

• — — 

Certificates  ^ranted  during  the  vear  

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

j 

1 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 
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f In  addition  to  the  Matron,  the  female  staff  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  consists  of  three  nurses,  a cook, 

and  a laundrymaid. 

* C.  Wood,  appointed  March  27th,  1923,  resigned  August  4th,  1923. 

H.  T.  Isaac  commenced  duties  November  13th,  1923. 
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9.— HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year : — 

(a) .  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

(b) .  As  part  of  Municipal  Housing  Scheme  Nil. 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling-houses. — 

Inspection. — (1).  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  47 

(2) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

(3) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

(4) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  7 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices. — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 

Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919. — 

(1) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  : — 

(a) .  By  Owners 

( b ) .  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ... 

(3) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Cdosing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 
by  Owners  of  intention  to  close 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. — 

(1).  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 
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(2).  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  : 

(a) .  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

(b) .  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  — 

C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing 
Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909. — 

(1) .  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2) .  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(3) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having- 
been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demol- 

ition Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  2 

(5) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

In  addition  to  the  houses  mentioned  above  under  1.  (3).  there 
are  94  houses  which  are  known  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  which  cannot  be  made  fit  without  re-con- 
struction. 212  houses  are  definitely  below  a reasonable 
standard  of  fitness. 
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RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  (RESTRICTIONS) 

ACT,  1923. 

No  Certificates  were  applied  for  under  this  Act  during  the 
year. 

CITY  HOSPITALS. 

At  the  end  of  1922  there  were  two  cases  in  Hospital  and 
during  the  year  30  City  cases  were  admitted.  Two  cases  were 
admitted  to  the  Small  Pox  Hospital  during  the  year. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Births. — Total  Notified  566. 

Still  Births  28,  16  male  and  12  female. 

Births  notified  by  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  513 

Ditto.  Medical  Practitioners  ...  ...  35 

Ditto.  Midwives  and  Medical  Practitioners  1 

Ditto  Parents 


Visits  by  Health  Visitors  : — 

First  visits  ...  ...  ...  593 

Second  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  424 

Third  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  313 

Fourth  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  254 

Fifth  „ ...  ...  ...  ...  201 

Sixth  and  over  ...  ...  ...  107 

Total  visits  to  Infants  under  t year. — 1,892 

Total  visits  to  Children  from  1 to  5 years. — 1,144 


Infant  Feeding. — Of  the  595  infants  visited  during  the  year — 

437  or  74%  were  entirely  breast-fed. 

68  or  11%  were  partly  breast-fed. 

27  or  5%  were  breast-fed  and  afterwards  bottle- 
fed. 

61  or  10%  were  entirely  bottle-fed. 

Supply  of  Milk  to  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  Infants.— 

During  the  year  3,011  pints  of  milk  were  distributed  under 
the  scheme  approved  b}^  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre.— 

The  centre  was  open  on  52  sessions  during  the  year.  Owing 
to  the  increase  in  the  numbers  attending  the  weekly  session  it  was 
found  necessary  to  hold  two  sessions  every  week  and  this  was 
done  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  The  centre  is  now  open 
on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  afternoons  and  the  numbers  attend- 
ing the  extra  weekly  session  have  been  satisfactory. 

The  Medical  Officer  attends  all  sessions  and  sees  all  mothers 
with  their  infants  attending  for  the  first  time  and  such  other 
mothers  and  children  as  are  referred  to  him  by  the  Health  Visitors. 
Advice  is  given  on  infant  hygiene  and  management.  All  infants 
and  children  who  are  found  to  be  suffering  from  any  definite  ail- 
ment or  defect  are  referred  for  treatment  to  a private  doctor  or 
through  some  of  the  charitable  institutions.  The  function  of  the 
Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  educative  and  preventive. 
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During  the  year  346  mothers  made  2,148  attendances.  The 
attendances  of  children  under  one  year  numbered  1,855  and  over 
one  year  734.  Children  up  to  five  years  of  age  may  be  brought 
to  the  Centre. 

I have  again  to  thank  the  voluntary  lady  helpers  for  their 
kind  assistance  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre.  To  their  devoted 
work  much  of  the  success  is  due.  A nursery  is  provided  on  the 
first  floor  where  the  older  children  may  play  while  their  mothers 
are  engaged  with  the  babies.  Instruction  is  given  in  mothercraft 
by  the  voluntary  helpers  and  Health  Visitors  and  specimens  of 
work  are  on  view  at  each  session. 

The  Centre  was  visited  by  Dr.  E.  Cresar,  one  of  the  lady 
medical  inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  31st  October, 
and  following  her  report  a letter  was  received  expressing  the 
appreciation  of  the  Minister  of  Health  of  the  work  which  was 
being  undertaken. 

Ante-Natal  Work.— 

This  branch  of  the  Centre  is  under  the  supervision  of  a 
lady  medical  officer  and  has  been  more  taken  advantage  of 
during  the  year.  It  is  hoped  that  the  facilities  will  soon  become 
more  widely  known  and  made  use  of.  It  should  be  understood  that 
the  work  will  not  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  interests  of 
private  doctors  or  midwives.  During  the  year  twenty-eight  still 
births  were  notified  and  with  adequate  ante-natal  supervision 
some  of  these  could  almost  certainly  have  been  prevented. 


Through  the  kind  hospitality  of  Alderman  and  Mrs.  Wallis  a 
garden  party  was  held  at  “ The  Firs,”  Hampton  Park,  on  29th 
June  to  which  all  the  mothers  and  infants  attending  the  Welfare 
Centre  were  invited. 

On  Monday  afternoon  25th  June,  a cinematograph  display  in 
the  Kemble  Theatre  was  arranged  by  the  Health  Committee  to 
which  the  mothers  attending  the  Welfare  Centre  and  others 
interested  in  the  work  were  invited.  Two  health  propaganda  films 
were  shown  as  well  as  a comic  film.  The  latter  was  kindly 
provided  by  the  management  of  the  Theatre. 
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TABLE  A. 

CITY  OF  HEREFORD 


DEATHS  OF  RESIDENTS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES,  1923. 


Causes  of  Death. 

0 

to 

1 

1 

to 

2 

2 

to 

5 

5 

to 

10 

10 

to 

15 

15 

to 

20 

20 
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25 

25 

to 

35 

35 

to 

45 

45 

to 

55 

55 

to 

65 

65 

to 

75 

75 

to 

85 

85 

& 

up. 

Totals. 

< 

H 

\ 

VAR 

fi  <3 

DS. 

6 A 

M. 

F. 

H 

Hi  ,Q 

8 

1-1  c 

o 12 
§ o 

1. 

Enteric  Fever 

... 

2, 

Small-pox  ... 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

• • « 

... 

. . . 

... 

• • . 

3. 

Measles 

1 

7 

3 

4 

. . . 

10 

5 

15 

6 

7 

2 

4. 

Scarlet  Fever 

. . . 

• • . 

» . • 

... 

, , . 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

i 

1 

1 

i 

... 

2 

2 

4 

2 

... 

2 

6. 

Diphtheria ... 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

... 

7. 

Influenza  ... 

i 

• . . 

. . . 

1 

i 

2 

4 

1 

5 

3 

1 

i 

8. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

9. 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

10. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory 
system 

1 

2 

... 

5 

2 

4 

1 

8 

7 

15 

4 

9 

2 

11 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases  ... 

. . . 

i 

. . . 

■ . . 

... 

1 

1 

1 

12 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 
Bladder 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

■ 

4 

2 

2 

Bowels 

1 

1 

2 

... 

2 

1 

1 

Breast 

1 

i 

2 

... 

... 

4 

4 

3 

1 

Liver 

1 

2 

1 

1 

i 

6 

6 

2 

2 

2 

Mouth 

1 

... 

i. 

1 

1 

Oesophagus 

. . • 

1 

l 

. . . 

1 

. , . 

1 

Ovaries 

2 

... 

... 

... 

2 

2 

2 

... 

Prostrate  ... 

1 

... 

l 

1 

1 

Pylorus 

i 

1 

. . . 

• * • 

2 

2 

i 

1 

Rectum 

#•  • • 

. . . 

1 

i 

1 

l 

Skin 

1 

... 

i 

> 

2 

2 

l 

1 

Stomach 

i 

i 

1 

l 

2 

2 

4 

4 

Tongue 

1 

1 

... 

1 

l 

. . . 

Uterus 

2 

... 

2 

2 

i 

l 

Vagina 

i 

... 

... 

1 

1 

l 

... 

13. 

Rheumatic  Fever 

14. 

Diabetes  ... 

1 

i 

1 

1 

15. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

i 

1 

2 

5 

9 

9 

13 

14 

27 

12 

9 

6 

16 

Heart  Disease 

i 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

5 

15 

5 

4 

14 

28 

42 

24 

10 

8 

17. 

Arterio-sclerosis 

1 

3 

2 

2 

4 

6 

2 

3 

1 

18. 

Bronchitis 

i 

2 

1 

6 

i 

5 

6 

11 

6 

1 

4 

19. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

4 

4 

i 

i 

i 

2 

...... 

1 

... 

... 

11 

3 

14 

5 

5 

4 

20. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

2 

2 

... 

2 

, , . 

21. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 
duodenum. 

22. 

Diarrhoea,  (under  2 years) 

4 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

4 

4 

i 

2 

i 

23. 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ... 

. . . 

. . » 

1 

... 

... 

, ri 

1 

1 

1 

... 

24. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

• • • 

1 

i 

1 

i 

2 

i 

1 

25. 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

. . . 

1 

2 

3 

4 

2 

6 

i 

2 

3 

26. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

. . . 

1 



... 

1 

1 

i 

27. 

Other  Accidents  and  disesaes 
of  pregnancy  & parturition 

1 

1 

1 

i 

28. 

Congenital  debility  and  Mal- 
formation, premature  Birth 

24 

i 

16 

9 

25 

9 

12 

4 

29. 

30. 

Suicide 

Other  deaths  from  violence  ... 

i 

... 

... 

2 

4 

... 

... 

i 

... 

6 

2 

8 

4 

V 

2 

31. 

Other  defined  diseases 

4 

i 

2 

... 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

15 

li 

19 

20 

45 

13 

15 

17 

32. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown . . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

1 

... 

Totals 

41 

16 

7 

9 

2 

4 

2 

12 

19 

20 

31 

48 

42 

18 

128 

143 

271 

10 

.7 
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Education  Committee : 

Councillor  A.  Rear,  Mayor. 
Alderman  J.  R.  Symonds,  Chairman. 


Alderman  G.  B.  Greenland. 
Alderman  A.  D.  Steel. 
Alderman  E.  L.  Wallis. 

Nominated  Members  : 

Rev.  E.  H.  Beattie,  M.C. 
Rev.  A.  P.  Smith. 

Rev.  Preb.  A.  B.  Wynne- 
WlLLSON. 


Alderman  C.  Witts. 
Councillor  J.  Jones. 
Councillor  M.  C.  Oatfield. 

Selected  Members  : 

The  Very  Rev.  the  Dean. 
Miss  M.  Bull. 

Miss  E.  Krabbe. 

Miss  S.  M.  Smith. 


Care  Committee : 

Councillor  A.  Rear,  Mayor. 
Alderman  E.  L.  Wallis.  Chairman. 


Rev.  C.  A.  Robison. 
Miss  M.  Bull. 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Bulmer. 
Mrs.  Gold. 

Mrs.  Jackson. 

Miss  E.  Krabbe. 


Mrs.  L.  Lilley. 
Mrs.  G.  Mines. 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Moore. 
Mrs.  Nicholson. 
Miss  S.  M.  Smith. 
Mrs.  Tuke. 


E.  W.  Maples,  O.B.E.,  M.A.,  L.L.D.,  Director  of  Education. 

School  Medical  Department : 

School  Medical  Officer  : A.  Middleton  Brown,  M.A.,  M.D..D.P.H 
School  Dental  Officer  : W.  Vose  Davies,  L.D.S. 

Ear  and  Throat  Surgeon . W.  Ainslie,  M.C.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.E 
Eye  Surgeon  : N.  H.  Pike,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
Anaesthetist : Mrs  B.  E.  W.  Stallard,  M.D.,  B.S. 

School  Nurse:  Miss  G.  Clarke,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  and  C.M.B. 

,,  ,,  Miss  M.  Sargent,  Cert.  R.S.I.  and  C.M.B. 

,,  ,,  Miss  M.  M.  Scour fi eld,  C.M.B. 

Record  Clerk  : Miss  D.  Burn. 

School  Attendance  Officer  : E.  Stephens, 
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Annual  Report  for  Year  1923. 


STAFF. 

1.  The  Staff  employed  in  the  Medical  Inspection  and  Treat- 
ment of  Children  attending  the  Schools  under  the  Local  Education 
Authority  consists  of  : — 

(1) .  School  Medical  Officer. 

(2) .  School  Dental  Officer. 

(3) .  Ear  and  Throat  Surgeon. 

(4) .  Anaesthetist. 

(5) .  Eye  Surgeon. 

(6) .  Three  School  Nurses. 

(7) .  Clerk. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  carries  out  the  administrative  part 
of  the  work,  the  medical  inspection  of  routine  and  special  cases,  the 
work  of  the  School  Clinic  for  treatment  of  Minor  Ailments,  and  the 
medical  duties  in  relation  to  the  education  of  physically  and  men- 
tally defective  children. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  City. 

The  School  Dental  Officer  is  employed  one  whole  day  a week, 
and  is  engaged  partly  in  routine  dental  inspection,  and  partly  in 
treatment.  He  devotes  the  rest  of  his  time  to  work  under  the 
County  Education  Authority. 

The  Ear  and  Throat  Surgeon  is  engaged  from  time  to  time  as 
cases  arise.  He  sees  all  cases  referred  by  the  School  Medical  Officer 
and  advises  as  to  and  carries  out  operations.  At  operations  he  has 
the  services  of  a local  practitioner  as  anaesthetist. 

The  Eye  Surgeon  sees  all  cases  referred  for  refraction  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer,  examines  them  and  prescribes  the  necessarj/ 
treatment.  During  the  year  he  devoted  5 sessions  to  the  work. 
At  each  session  he  sees  not  more  than  10  cases. 
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The  School  Nurses  attend  at  the  treatment  and  other  clinics, 
and  at  the  Schools  during  routine  medical  and  dental  inspections. 
They  carry  out  inspections  at  the  Schools  for  verminous  conditions 
and  visit  the  Schools,  and  the  homes  of  the  children  for  the  purpose 
of  following  up  cases  referred  for  treatment.  They  devote  one- 
half  of  their  time  to  the  work  of  the  Infant  and  Child  Welfare  De- 
partment. 

During  the  year  it  was  found  that  the  school  work  was, 
taking  up  more  than  half  of  the  time  of  the  School  Nurses  more 
particularly  in  the  morning  session  owing  to  the  increase  in  the 
work  of  the  school  minor  ailment  clinic.  Routine  inspections  of 
cleanliness  amongst  the  children  at  the  schools  could  not  be 
carried  out  with  sufficient  frequency,  and  in  October  an  additional 
nurse  was  appointed  to  devote  half  her  time  to  the  school  work. 
The  School  Medical  Work  has  since  been  kept  up  to  date  and  the 
nurses  are  able  to  devote  their  proper  time  to  the  duties  of  the 
two  departments. 

The  Clerk  devotes  half  her  time  to  the  work  of  the  School 
Medical  Department,  and  half  to  the  work  of  the  Infant  and  Child 
Welfare  Department,  and  certain  other  statistical  work  of  the 
Health  Department. 


CO-ORDINATION. 

2.  (a)  As  will  be  seen  above  the  officials  .carrying  out  the  bulk 
of  the  work  of  the  School  Medical  Service  are  also  employed  in 
other  health  work  in  the  City,  so  that  co-ordination  is  complete. 

(b)  There  are  no  Nursery  Schools,  but  up  to  January,  1922,  it 
had  been  the  custom  to  admit  children  from  three  years  of  age  to 
the  infant  departments  of  the  Public  Elementary  Schools.  Since 
1st  January,  1922,  no  child  under  5 years  of  age  has  been  allowed 
to  commence  School. 

(c)  Children  up  to  the  age  of  5 years  are  dealt  with  at  the 
Infant  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic. 
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THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE  IN  RELATION  TO  PUB- 
LIC ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

(a)  School  Hygiene. 

3.  There  are  eleven  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  City,  all 
of  which  are  inspected  under  the  Local  Authority’s  Scheme  for 
Medical  Inspection.  In  these  schools  there  are  fifteen  depart- 
ments. Three  schools  are  “ provided  Schools,”  viz.  : — Lord  Scuda- 
more’s, with  three  departments,  St.  Owen’s,  and  St.  Peter’s.  The 
infant  department  of  Holmer  School  is  also  “ provided.”  A 
general  review  of  the  school  premises  was  given  in  the  report  for 
1921,  and  it  will  be  sufficient  to  refer  briefly  to  the  subject. 

Accommodation  and  Overcrowding. — The  following  table 
shows  the  number  of  children  on  the  registers,  and  the  accommo- 
dation provided  at  the  schools  in  October,  1923  : — 

Accommodation 

School.  No.  on  register,  approved. 


R.C.,  Mixed 

234 

...  223 

R.C.,  Infants 

81 

89 

All  Saints,  Infants 

156 

...  224 

Blue  Coat,  Girls 

304 

...  420 

Holmer  C.,  Infants 

122 

...  200 

Holmer  C.  of  E.,  Mixed  ... 

271 

294 

Lord  Scudamore’s,  Boys 

263 

...  280 

Lord  Scudamore’s,  Girls 

251 

...  250 

Lord  Scudamore’s,  Junior  Mixed  ... 

234 

...  340 

St.  James’,  Infants 

169 

...  288 

St.  John’s,  Boys 

61 

172 

St.  Martin’s,  Junior  Mixed 

63 

195 

St.  Owen’s,  Boys 

362 

...  400 

St.  Peter’s,  Girls 

225 

. . . 260 

Tupsley  C.  of  E.,  Mixed  and  Infants 

108 

153 

Totals 

2904 

...  3788 

e 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  total  accommodation  provided  is  con- 
siderably in  excess  of  the  numbers  on  the  registers,  but  in  the  case 
of  the  R.C.  School  the  accommodation  provided  was  less  than  the 
number  on  the  register.  The  difference  is  not  great,  and  it  is  un- 
likely that  any  actual  overcrowding  will  occur  when  account  is 
taken  of  average  attendance.  The  enlargement  of  the  R.C.  Schools 
is  contemplated  at  an  early  date. 

Heating.- — The  records  kept  of  the  morning  and  afternoon 
temperatures  shew  that  the  heating  of  the  schools  is  on  the  whole 
satisfactory.  An  additional  stove  has  been  placed  in  the  Infant 
Class  room  at  Tupsley  School.  During  the  heat  wave  on  the  12th. 
and  13th.  July,  the  afternoon  temperatures  were  nearly  all  over 
80  degrees  F. 

Cleanliness.— The  cleanliness  of  the  schools  continues  to 
show  signs  of  improvement.  Dusting  above  eye  level  is  not  carried 
out  very  satisfactorily  in  certain  of  the  schools.  The  use  of  a 
proprietary  substance  to  prevent  the  raising  of  dust  while 
sweeping,  has  been  successful  in  several  of  the  schools.  This 
treatment  takes  the  place  of  too  frequent  scrubbing  which  tends 
to  soak  the  floorboards  and  give  rise  to  dampness  under  the 
flooring. 

• 4 \ 

The  details  of  repair  to  school  premises  are  as  follows. — 

All  Saints  School.- — Repairs  were  carried  out  to  fixtures 
and  furnishings  where  necessary.  The  walls  of  the  offices  were 
limewashed.  The  surface  of  the  lower  half  of  the  playground  is 
dangerous  and  unsatisfactory  and  should  be  re-asphalted. 

Blue  Coat  School. — Repairs  were  carried  out  to  fixtures 
and  furnishings  where  necessary.  New  latches  were  provided  to 
the  doors  of  Classrooms  Nos.  3 and  4.  The  walls  of  the  offices 
were  limewashed.  The  whole  of  the  surface  of  the  playground  is 
unsatisfactory  and  should  be  re-asphalted. 

Holmer  Infants  School.— Fixtures  and  furnishings  were 
repaired  where  necessary  and  the  walls  of  the  offices  were  lime- 
washed. 

Holmer  Mixed  Schools. — Fixtures  and  furnishings  were 
repaired  where  necessary.  An  additional  rail  of  pegs  was  fixed 
in  the  boys’  cloakroom.  The  walls  of  the  offices  were  limewashed 
and  the  defective  flush  pipes  and  seats  repaired.  The  rain  water 
pipes  which  formerly  drained  into  sumps  were  connected  to  the 
school  drains.  The  surface  of  the  playground  is  unsatisfactory 
and  should  be  re-asphalted. 
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Roman  Catholic  School. — Necessary  repairs  to  furnishings 
and  fixtures  were  carried  out.  The  stove  in  classroom  No.  1. 
of  the  Junior  department  was  repaired  and  also  the  defective 
brickwork  over  the  door  leading  from  classroom  No.  1.  to  the 
playground.  The  wash  hand  basins  in  the  cloakroom  were  re- 
enarqelled,  and  the  walls  of  the  offices  were  limewashed. 

Lord  Scudamore’s  School — Boys’  Department. — Neces- 
sary repairs  to  furnishings  and  fixtures  were  carried  out.  The 
interior  wood  and  iron  work  was  painted  and  the  walls  of  class- 
room No.  1.  colour-washed.  The  walls  of  the  offices  were  lime- 
washed— Girls’  and  Infants’  Department. — Repairs  to  furnish- 
ings and  fixtures  were  carried  out  where  necessary.  The  walls  of  the 
central  hall  were  repaired  and  painted  and  the  wood  and  iron- 
work painted.  The  walls  of  the  offices  were  limewashed.  The 
surface  of  the  playground  needs  patching  in  places. 

St.  James’  School. — Minor  repairs  were  carried  out  where 
necessary  to  the  fixtures  and  furnishings.  The  walls  of  the 
offices  were  limewashed.  The  surface  of  the  playground  is 
unsatisfactory  in  places. 

St.  John’s  School. — The  walls  of  the  cloakroom,  passage 
and  staircase  were  colour-washed  and  the  ceilings  repaired  and 
whitened.  The  doors  and  windows  were  painted  and  the  ceiling 
of  the  central  hall  on  the  ground  floor  repaired.  General  repairs 
were  carried  out  to  fixtures  and  furnishings  where  necessary. 
The  walls  of  the  offices  were  limewashed. 

St.  Martin’s  School. — Necessary  repairs  to  fixtures  and 
furnishings  were  carried  out.  The  floor  of  the  infants’  classroom 
was  repaired  and  the  walls  of  the  offices  were  limewashed.  The 
surface  of  the  playground  is  in  a dangerous  and  unsatisfactory 
state. 

St.  Owen’s  School.— Minor  repairs  to  fixtures  and  furnish- 
ings were  carried  out.  The  roof  of  the  fabric  was  repaired  and 
the  walls  of  the  offices  were  limewashed.  The  surface  of  the  play- 
ground is  very  unsatisfactory. 

St.  Peter’s  School. — Necessary  repairs  to  fixtures  and 
furnishings  were  carried  out.  The  interior  iron  and  woodwork 
of  the  school  was  painted.  The  walls  of  the  offices  were  lime- 
washed. 

Tupsley  School.— General  repairs  were  carried  out  to 
fixtures  and  furnishings.  Additional  heating  in  the  infants’ 
classroom  has  been  provided.  The  walls  of  the  offices  have  been 
limewashed  or  varnished. 
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Domestic  Science  Centre. — -The  walls  of  the  classrooms 
passages  and  scullery  were  painted  and  the  ceilings  of  the  scullery 
and  passages  were  whitened. 

I have  referred  above  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  oi 
several  of  the  playgrounds.  A rough  surface  is  dangerous  if  the 
children  fall  as  abrasions  and  other  injuries  are  more  likely  to 
follow.  The  holding  of  open  air  classes  and  physical  drill  can  be 
carried  out  satisfactorily  in  the  playground  only  if  the  surface 
is  smooth  and  well  drained. 

The  school  windows  are  cleaned  once  a year  by  contract. 
The  beneficial  effect  of  sunlight  in  general  health  is  being  more 
recognised  and  sunlight  cannot  penetrate  dirty  glass  so  readily 
as  it  can  clean  glass.  Some  of  the  schools  are  surrounded  by  other 
buildings  and  a certain  amount  of  light  is  thereby  cut  off  but 
all  should  have  the  best  possible  natural  lighting  and  this  can 
only  be  effected  by  a more  frequent  cleaning  of  the  windows. 

Proposed  Alterations  at  St.  Peter's  School. — Plans 
have  been  prepared  for  alterations  at  this  school.  Additional 
cloakroom  accommodation  is  to  be  provided  at  the  west  side. 
The  windows  of  classrooms  Nos.  3,  4,  5,  and  6,  are  to  be  enlarged 
so  as  to  give  better  lighting  at  the  proper  level.  Twelve  trough 
closets  are  to  be  converted  into  pedestal  W.C.'s,  and  a drinking 
fountain  is  to  be  provided  in  the  playground. 

4 

4.  Medical  Inspection. 

Due  notice  of  the  visit  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  to  carry 
out  Routine  Medical  Inspection  is  sent  to  the  Head  Teacher,  who 
is  responsible  for  sending  out  notices  to  parents  inviting  them  to  be 
present  at  the  Routine  Medical  Inspection  of  their  children,  and 
asking  them  to  supply  particulars  of  previous  illnesses  and  defects, 
to  which  the  School  Medical  Officer  should  have  his  attention 
specially  drawn.  Routine  Medical  Inspections  are  carried  out  at 
every  School  twice  during  the  year,  so  that  children  who  are  absent 
at  the  first  visit  and  all  newly  admitted  scholars  are  medically 
inspected  as  far  as  possible  in  their  proper  age  groups.  The  first 
Medical  Inspection  of  the  Entrant  groups  for  the  year  is  carried 
out  after  the  Easter  holidays  as  it  is  found  that  many  of  the 
entrants  commence  school  at  that  time.  The  School  Nurse  visits 
the  school  before  the  Medical  Officer  for  the  purpose  of  weighing 
and  measuring  the  children.  She  also  makes  preliminary  tests 
of  vision,  so  that  the  Medical  Officer  has  to  deal  only  with  those 
children  who  are  likely  to  be  referred  for  any  defect  in  this 
particular. 
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(a).  Age  Group.  —Routine  Medical  Inspection  is  carried  out 
ot  ail  children  in  the  three  age  groups  laid  down  by  the  Board  ol 
Education  viz.  : — Entrants,  Intermediates,  and  Leavers.  During 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1923,  the  Routine  Medical  In- 
spection ot  1,008  children  was  carried  out.  This  number  was 
made  up  as  under  : — 


ENTRANTS. 

INTERMEDIATES. 

LEAVERS 

Boys 

128 

195 

173 

Girls 

119 

181 

212 

Total 

247 

376 

385 

The  corresponding  figures  for  1922  were  Entrants  275,  Inter- 
mediates 359,  Leavers  304,  Total  938. 

( b ).  There  has  been  no  departure  from  the  Board’s  schedule 
of  Medical  Inspection. 


(c).  Steps  Taken  to  Secure  the  Early  Ascertainment 
of  Crippling  Defect. — A card  index  is  kept  of  all  abnormal  chil- 
dren who  are  attending  elementary  schools  and  of  children  of  school 
age  who  are  not  attending  school.  The  index  includes  all  children 
who  are  suffering  from  ascertained  crippling  defects.  All  such  chil- 
dren attending  school  are  seen  as  special  cases  at  Routine  Medical 
Inspection  every  year  and  at  such  other  times  as  may  be  necessary 
at  the  School  Clinic.  Fresh  cases  of  children  suffering  from 
crippling  defects  for  addition  to  the  list  are  reported  by  the  Teacher 
at  the  time  of  Routine  Medical  Inspection,  and  those  who  do  not 
attend  school  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  School  Medical 
Officer  by  the  School  Attendance  Officer,  who  also  ascertains  if 
the  children  are  under  medical  supervision  ; if  they  are  not  the 
parents  are  invited  to  bring  them  to  the  School  Clinic  for  examin- 
ation and  appropriate  treatment  if  any  is  arranged  either  by  a 
private  doctor  or  at  hospital.  Suitable  cases  are  sent  to  the 
Orthopaedic  Centre,  opened  duringl922  by  the  local  branch  of  the 
British  Red  Cross  Society.  During  the  year  two  cases  were  under 
treatment  at  the  Centre.  One  was  that  of  a girl  of  13  who  suffered 
from  the  effects  of  infantile  paralysis.  She  was  unable  to  walk 
without  a crutch,  and  can  now  walk  unassisted.  The  other  was 
that  of  a boy  suffering  from  deformity  of  the  feet.  The  Education 
Authority  made  a grant  to  assist  the  parents  in  meeting  the 
expenses  of  the  treatment  of  both  cases. 
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(d).  Disturbance  of  School  Arrangements. — Routine 
Medical  Inspections  are  carried  out  in  all  cases  at  the  schools. 
Sufficient  notice  is  given  of  a proposed  visit  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer,  and  if  the  date  and  hour  fixed  is  inconvenient  to  the  head 
teacher,  some  satisfactory  re-arrangement  can  usually  be  made. 
In  no  case  was  a disturbance  of  school  arrangements  occasioned 
for  this  cause  during  the  year.  A Medical  Inspection  room  is  pro- 
vided in  only  one  school,  and  in  the  majority  of  the  schools  the 
Medical  Inspection  is  carried  out  in  a classroom  which  has  to  be 
vacated  for  the  occasion.  The  Medical  Inspection  at  the  R.C. 
Schools  is  carried  out  in  a suitable  room  in  the  adjacent  St. 
Vincent's  Orphanage. 


5.  Findings  of  Medical  Inspections.— review  of  the  facts 

DISCLOSED  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  : — 

(a).  Nutrition. — The  children  are  generally  well  nourished. 
Out  of  1,635  children  only  3 were  found  to  be  suffering  from  mal- 
nutrition. In  the  case  of  166  children  the  nutrition  was  subnormal 
The  latter  figure  is  lower  than  the  figure  for  1922,  in  spite  of  the 
prevailing  unemployment  and  consequent  lowering  of  the  standard 
of  living.  The  actual  deprivation  of  food  probably  accounts  for 
very  little  of  this  malnutrition,  and  unsuitable  food,  overcrowding 
in  the  home,  lack  of  fresh  air,  and  the  lack  of  the  proper  amount  of 
rest  and  sleep  are  all  factors  which  bear  a casual  relation  to  mal- 
nutrition. It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  advise  the  Local 
Authority  to  bring  into  operation  the  Provision  of  Meals  Acts, 
1906-14.  The  weight  of  the  children  taken  in  conjunction  with 
their  age  and  height  gives  a fairly  accurate  measurement  of 
general  nutrition. 


The  following  table  shows  the  average  heights  and  weights  of 
Hereford  children  examined  last  year,  compared  with  the  average 
measurements  of  all  school  children  in  England  and  Wales.  Only 
three  age  groups  are  dealt  with,  as  the  numbers  examined  at 
other  ages  are  too  small  for  comparision  : — - 


Anthropometry,  1923.  Height. 


Age 

in  No.  Examined.  Height,  ins. 


Amount  by  which 
Average  England  Hereford  children 


years. 


and  Wales.  are  above  or  below 

average. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls 

Ill 

108 

41.8 

40.7 

40.6 

40.4 

+ 1.2 

+ 0.3 

195 

181 

47.5 

47.2 

47.3 

46.9 

+ 0.2 

+ 0.3 

160 

202 

54.9 

55.0 

54.8 

55.4 

+ 0.1 

-0.4 
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Anthropometry,  1923.  Weight 

Age  Amount  by  which 

in  No.  Examined.  Weight,  lbs.  Average  England  Hereford  children 
years  and  Wales.  are  above  or  below 

average. 


Boys. 

Girls 

Boys.  Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

5 

Ill 

108 

39.9  39.8 

38.6 

37.7 

+ 1.3 

+ 2.1 

8 

195 

181 

50.4  51.6 

52.0 

49.5 

+ 1.6 

+ 1.2 

12 

160 

202 

72.3  71.9 

72.6 

73.8 

-0.3 

-0.9 

Compared  with  last  year  the  heights  of  the  children  have 
varied  little  but  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  that  the 
weights  have  in  all  cases  except  the  12  year  old  girl  shown  an 
increase.  The  decrease  in  the  12  year  old  girl  is  insignificant  as 
it  amounts  to  only  0.1  lb.  The  most  striking  increase  is  in  the 
average  weight  of  the  12  year  old  boy  which  amounts  to  2.3  lbs. 
although  their  weight  is  still  0.3  below  the  average  for  England 
and  Wales. 

(. b ).  Clothing  and  Footgear. — In  examining  the  clothing  of 
the  children  the  points  noted  are  suitability,  sufficiency  and  clean- 
liness. In  4 children  the  footgear  was  defective,  and  3 children 
were  insufficiently  clad.  The  parents'  attention  was  drawn  to  this 
in  all  cases,  and  the  conditions  were  remedied.  The  footgear  of  10 
other  children  and  the  clothing  of  9 other  children  was  consider- 
ably below  the  average  standard  of  repair,  or  sufficiency  or 
cleanliness.  I have  again  to  draw  attention  to  the  unsuitable 
way  in  which  several  of  the  children  are  clothed.  Cases  of 
overclothing  are  not  uncommon,  and  the  use  of  cotton  garments 
where  wool  should  be  in  the  colder  months  of  the  year  is  often  met 
with.  The  practice  of  stitching  the  children  into  their  clothing  in 
place  of  using  buttons  or  other  adjustable  fasteners  is  not  now  so 
common. 


(c).  Cleanliness. — I regret  that  I can  put  on  record  no 
general  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  children  ; and  there  is 
much  room  for  this.  At  the  routine  inspections  by  your  school 
. nurses  for  verminous  conditions,  the  figures  as  shown  in  the 
ollowing  table  are  far  from  satisfactory. 
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SCHOOL. 

Ba 

d. 

Mode 

:rate 

Slig 

ht. 

Tota 

I. 

Boys 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

0/ 

/o 

0/ 

/o 

0/ 

/o 

0/ 

/o 

0/ 

/o 

0/ 

/o 

0/ 

/o 

°/ 

/o 

All  Saints 

Nil. 

1.3 

Nil. 

7.0 

4.0 

15.8 

4.0 

24.0 

Blue  Coat  (Girls) 

... 

Nil. 

. • • • 

6.5 

... 

5.0 

11.5 

Holmer  (Mixed) 

Nil. 

3.9 

4.3 

10.0 

2.0 

29.0 

6.3 

43.9 

Holmer  (Infants) 

2.7 

4.0 

1.4 

12.5 

5.5 

25.0 

9.6 

41.0 

Roman  Catholic  (Mixed)... 

6.5 

7.2 

Nil. 

8.0 

3.0 

19.0 

9.5 

35.2 

Roman  Catholic  (Infants) 

Nil. 

13.0 

Nil. 

6.5 

12.0 

4.5 

12.0 

24.0 

Scudamore  (Boys) 

Nil. 

• • • 

Nil. 

... 

2.6 

2.6 

... 

Scudamore  (Girls) 

... 

5.0 

... 

9.1 

... 

18.6 

... 

32.7 

Scudamore  (Infants) 

3.6 

6.7 

1.3 

12.3 

8.0 

12.3 

12.9 

31.3 

St.  James'  (Infants) 

4.0 

2.7 

Nil. 

12.1 

3.0 

6.7 

7.0 

21.6 

St.  John’s  (Boys) 

Nil. 

... 

Nil. 

5.0 

... 

5.0 

• • • 

St.  Martin’s  (Infants) 

2.0 

12.5 

2.0 

15.6 

4.0 

34.5 

8.0 

62.5 

St.  Owen’s  (Boys) 

3.0 

... 

1.2 

... 

1.3 

... 

5.5 

... 

St.  Peter’s  (Girls) 

1.6 

13.2 

. . . 

21.2 

... 

36.0 

Tupsley  (Mixed) 

Nil. 

4.0 

1.8 

12.0 

Nil. 

10.0 

1.8 

20.6 

Compared  with  last  year  the  figure  for  8 departments 
is  lower,  and  for  6 it  is  higher.  The  state  of  affairs  found  at  Routine 
Medical  Inspections  by  the  School  Medical  Officer,  where  fewer 
children  with  verminous  heads  might  be  expected,  as  the  par- 
ents have  due  warning  of  the  inspection,  is  significant.  Out 
of  1,635  children  40  were  found  to  have  their  heads  so  infested  with 
vermin  that  their  health  was  likely  to  suffer  therefrom.  Broken 
rest,  unhealthy  conditions  of  the  scalp  leading  to  sores  and  glan- 
dular enlargements  with  consequent  lowered  vitality  and  debility 
are  produced  by  these  verminous  conditions.  Uncleanliness  of 
the  body  though  not  so  marked  is  all  too  frequently  found. 

There  is  no  Cleansing  Station  provided  by  the  Local  Authority 
but  assistance  is  given  in  the  cleansing  of  verminous  children  by 
the  School  Nurses  in  the  homes  of  the  children  or  at  the  School 
Clinic. 

(d).  Minor  Ailments. — Such  cases  apart  from  those  men- 
tioned below  are  not  found  as  a rule  in  any  great  number  at  the 
Routine  Inspections  as  they  are  usually  seen  at  the  Minor  Ailment 
Clinic,  whither  they  are  either  brought  by  their  parents  or  sent  by 
the  teachers,  21  cases  of  organic  heart  disease  were  found  of 
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which  1 required  treatment,  and  25  cases  of  functional  disease* 
of  which  none  required  treatment.  There  were  39  cases  of 
anaemia,  and  53  cases  of  bronchitis,  of  which  4 were  in  need  of 
treatment. 

(e) .  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. — 88  children  were  suffering 
from  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  in  slight  degree,  and  16 
children  were  recommended  for  examination  by  the  Ear  and  Throat 
Surgeon.  The  examination  for  this  condition  is  generally  facili- 
tated if  the  parent  is  present  to  give  a history  of  the  symptoms. 
Digital  examination  for  adenoids  is  not  carried  out  during  Routine 
Inspection  except  at  the  request  of  the  parent. 

(f) .  Tuberculosis. — All  children  attending  school  who  have 
been  previously  notified  as  tuberculous  are  seen  at  the  time  of 
Routine  Medical  Inspection,  whether  they  belong  to  one  of  the 
age  groups  inspected  or  not.  14  children  notified  as  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  6 children  notified  as  suffering  from 
other  forms  of  tuberculosis  were  examined. 

(g) .  Skin  Diseases. — 40  children  were  found  suffering  from 
skin  disease  in  the  course  of  routine  inspection.  As  is  the  case 
with  minor  ailments,  children  suffering  from  these  diseases  are 
sent  by  the  Teachers  to  the  School  Clinic.  In  this  way  623  children 
suffering  from  skin  diseases  were  treated  as  “ Specials.” 

(h) .  External  Eye  Disease. — With  the  exception  of  one 
case  of  corneal  opacity  and  one  case  of  conjunctivitis,  the  only 
cases  of  external  eye  disease  met  with  were  cases  of  Blepharitis  or 
inflammation  of  the  eye-lids.  This  condition  was  found  to  require 
treatment  in  22  children,  and  10  children  no  treatment  Was  recom- 
mended. This  inflammation  of  eye-lids  is  often  neglected  by  care- 
less parents  until  it  interferes  with  the  child's  vision,  and  thereby 
a much  longer  time  elapses  before  a cure  is  effected  ; and  in  such 
cases  the  condition  is  likely  to  recur.  Inflammation  of  the  eye-lids 
is  often  associated  with  errors  of  refraction,  and  subsides  when 
these  errors  are  corrected  by  suitable  spectacles.  Another 
common  cause  is  lack  of  personal  cleanliness. 

(i) .  Vision. — The  examination  of  vision  is  carried  out  by  the 
ordinary  test  cards  at  six  metres,  and  all  children  who  are  unable 
to  read  6/9  with  both  eyes  are  subjected  to  further  examination, 
and  if  necessary  recommended  for  examination  by  refraction.  66 
children  were  found  to  have  defective  vision  during  the  year,  and  13 
children  suffered  from  squint.  Children  who  are  noticed  to  have 
difficulty  in  seeing  the  blackboard  from  the  back  seats  in  a class- 
room are  referred  by  the  teachers  as  “ Specials.” 

(j) .  Ear  Disease  and  Defective  Hearing. — 9 children 
were  found  to  be  suffering  from  Otorrhoea  or  “ Running  Ears.” 
The  condition  had  also  been  present  in  9 children  prior  to  Medical 
Inspection  and  was  at  that  time  quiescent.  The  condition  is  at 
times  a serious  one  and  is  often  treated  too  lightly  by  parents  ; 
besides  interfering  with  the  child’s  hearing,  it  may  give  rise  to 
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sudden  and  severe  illness  requiring  immediate  operative  treatment. 
6 children  were  referred  for  treatment  for  deafness  but  in  none  of 
these  was  the  condition  yet  serious.  The  hearing  of  the  inter- 
mediate and  leaver  groups  is  tested  and  much  assistance  is  given 
by  the  teachers  and  parents  bringing  cases  of  deafness  to  the  notice 
of  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

(*)•  Dental  Defect. — As  will  be  seen  in  table  IV,  Group  IV, 
the  School  Dentist  devoted  12  half-days  to  dental  inspection  and 
examined  1,559  children,  referring  779  for  treatment.  This  repre- 
sents a percentage  of  50  referred  for  treatment,  as  compared  with 
34  for  the  year  1922. 

At  Routine  Medical  Inspections  the  teeth  of  the  children  are 
examined  without  the  aid  of  a dental  mirror,  and  it  was  found  that 
out  of  1,008  children,  34  had  more  than  four  unsound  teeth.  The 
attention  of  parents  is  drawn  to  this  condition  and  treatment 
advised. 

During  the  year  Routine  Dental  Inspection  has  been  carried 
out  at  nine  departments  out  of  fifteen.  Treatment  is  being  ac- 
cepted in  many  more  cases  and  less  time  is  therefore  available 
for  inspection.  The  services  of  the  dentist  are  available  for  only 
two  sessions  each  week  and  it  is  evident  that  more  very  useful 
work  could  be  undertaken  if  a greater  proportion  of  his  time  was 
available  for  the  service  of  the  Authority.  In  1922  the  dentist 
devoted  17  sessions  to  routine  dental  inspection  and  examined 
1,893  children  but  only  684  were  referred  for  treatment.  Last 
year  the  children  made  757  attendances  for  treatment  compared 
with  847  this  year. 

(l) .  Crippling  Defect. — All  cripple  children  are  seen  as 
* special  cases  at  each  visit  to  the  schools  for  routine  Medical 

Inspection.  There  are  2 children  suffering  from  crippling  due  to 
tuberculosis,  and  20  suffering  from  crippling  due  to  other  causes, 
attending  the  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  City. 

(m) . — Vaccination. — The  neglect  of  vaccination  against 
Smallpox  to  which  I have  referred  in  previous  reports  continues. 
During  1923  there  were  more  cases  of  Smallpox  in  England  and 
Wales  than  in  the  whole  of  the  previous  ten  years.  It  is  true  that 
the  type  of  disease  prevalent  at  the  present  time  is  mild  but  we 
have  no  guarantee  that  it  will  remain  so.  The  only  certain 
preventive  measure  against  Smallpox  becoming  endemic 
throughout  the  country  is  efficient  vaccination.  The  following 
table  gives  the  percentage  of  children  showing  no  evidence  of 
previous  vaccination  at  the  time  of  routine  medical  inspection. 
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1921.  1922.  1923. 

Percentage  Percentage  Percentage 

Unvaccinated.  Un vaccinated.  Un vaccinated. 


Leavers 

Boys  . . . 

34 

41 

46 

Girls  ... 

37 

40 

47 

Intermediate 

Boys  . . . 

53 

65 

63 

Girls  . . . 

65 

63 

64 

Entrants 

Boys  . . . 

65 

71 

63 

Girls  . . . 

68 

70 

70 

6 Infectious  Disease. 

All  cases  of  notifiable  Infectious  Disease  are  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  in  his  capacity  of  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  and  the  school  attendance  of  the  patient  and 
contacts  regulated  accordingly.  Cases  of  non-notifiable  infectious 
diseases  are  reported  to  the  School  Medical  Officer  by  the  Teachers 
and  by  the  School  Attendance  Officer.  If  necessary,  the  case  is 
investigated  by  one  of  the  School  Nurses,  and  attendance  of  the 
case  and  contacts  regulated  under  the  direction  of  the  School 
Medical  Officer. 

Among  children  attending  the  Elementary  Schools  during 
1923,  7 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  (2  boys  and  5 girls),  6 cases  of  Diph- 
theria (2  boys  and  4 girls),  11  cases  of  Chicken  Pox  (5  boys  and  6 
girls),  1 case  of  Erysipelas  (boy),  one  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  (girl) 
and  2 cases  of  Pneumonia  (1  boy  and  1 girl)  were  notified. 

Measles  was  very  prevalent  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  and 
the  type  of  disease  was  severe.  153  cases  of  Measles  were  notified 
by  teachers  to  the  School  Medical  Officer  and  also  29  cases  of 
Whooping  Cough,  2 cases  of  Mumps  and  3 cases  of  Influenza 
amongst  school  children. 

. Eight  of  the  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  were  found 
at  the  school  medical  inspection  and  notified  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer. 

7.  Following  up  : — 

The  parents  of  children  found  suffering  from  physical  defects 
at  Routine  Medical  Inspections  are  informed  of  this  if  the  defect  re- 
quires treatment.  The  report  is  sent  on  a form  with  certificate 
which  the  parent  is  asked  to  have  filled  up  by  the  doctor  or  dentist 
undertaking  treatment,  and  returned  to  the  School  Medical  Officer. 
After  a suitable  interval,  if  the  counterfoil  is  not  returned,  the  child 
is  seen  again  at  the  School  by  the  School  Nurse,  and  if  necessary 
visited  at  the  home  to  see  if  the  necessary  treatment  has  been  ob- 
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tained.  In  this  connection  the  School  Nurses  paid  638  visits  to  the 
homes  during  the  year.  The  following  up  of  children  who  are 
“ under  observation  ” is  accomplished  by  calling  them  up  from 
time  to  time  to  the  School  Clinic  on  Saturday  mornings  for  examin- 
ation by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

8.  Medical  Treatment. — 

The  Treatment  Scheme  of  the  Local  Education  Authority  pro- 
vides for  the  treatment  of  the  following  defects  in  children  attend- 
ing Public  Elementary  Schools  : — 

1.  Minor  Ailments. 

2.  Dental  Defects. 

3.  Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

.4.  Errors  of  Refraction  (Defective  Vision). 

No  charge  is  made  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments.  A 
small  nominal  charge,  varying  with  the  ability  of  the  parent  to  pay, 
is  made  for  treatment  of  the  other  defects  mentioned  above. 
Treatment  for  defects  other  than  these  should  be  sought  elsewhere, 
through  the  agency  either  of  a private  doctor  or  in  one  of  the  hos- 
pitals or  the  dispensary.  No  parent  is  under  any  obligation  to 
obtain  treatment  for  his  child  through  the  agency  of  the  Local 
Authority’s  Treatment  Scheme  should  he  desire  to  go  elsewhere, but 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Local  Authority  to  see  that  treatment  of  defects 
noted  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection  is  obtained  when  necessary. 

(a).  Minor  Ailments. — The  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  is  held 
daily  at  the  Town  Hall  at  9 a,m..  The  School  Medical  Officer 
attends  from  9-30  till  10-30  or  later  if  necessary  and  sees  all  cases 
attending  for  the  first  time  to  prescribe  the  necessary  treatment 
and  arrange  absence  from  school  if  necessary.  The  Medical  Officer 
sees  the  children  from  time  to  time  during  treatment  and  also  on 
completion  of  treatment  before  return  to  school.  The  Minor 
Ailment  Clinic  is  the  clearing  house  for  treatment  of  all  defects 
undertaken  by  the  Local  Authority,  and  from  it  the  various  forms 
of  treatment  by  specialists  are  arranged.  The  educative  and 
preventive  function  of  the  clinic  must  not  be  lost  sight  of,  as  many 
parents  think  that  the  clinic  is  to  take  the  place  of  the  private 
doctor  or  the  hospital  out-patient  department.  The  work  of  the 
clinic  has  increased  very  much  during  the  past  year.  In  1922  the 
number  of  cases  treated  was  683,  in  1923  it  was  996.  The  total 
number  of  attendances  was  7,868.  It  is  sometimes  difficult  to 
define  exactly  what  constitutes  a minor  ailment,  and  apart  from 
special  defects  it  is  the  practice  to  treat  only  such  cases  which  in 
the  ordinary  course  would  not  seek  the  advice  of  a private  doctor 
or  attend  at  the  hospital  out-patient  department. 
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(b) .  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. — Sixteen  children  were  referred 
for  further  examination  and  treatment,  and  of  these  6 were  oper- 
ated on  under  the  Local  Education  Authority’s  Scheme,  4 were 
operated  on  privately,  and  6 received  other  forms  of  treatment.  In 
recommending  children  for  treatment  for  this  condition,  the 
“ Instructions  for  Operative  Treatment,”  as  set  out  in  paragraph 
95  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  for  1919  are 
borne  in  mind.  After  operation  the  parents  are  instructed  as  to 
the  necessity  of  giving  the  child  breathing  exercise. 

( c ) .  Tuberculosis. — 16  children  of  school  age  have  been 
notified  as  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  are  kept 
under  observation  by  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer.  Of  these, 
1.4  (4  boys  and  10  girls)  are  attending  school.  A number  of 
children — many  of  whom  have  a family  history  of  Tuberculosis— 
are  kept  under  observation  as  suspected  cases  and  pre-tuberculous 
cases.  The  County  Tuberculosis,  Officer  assists  in  the  diagnosis  of 
doubtful  cases. 

(d) .  Skin  Diseases. — The  various  skin  diseases  dealt  with 
are  set  out  in  Table  IV.  below.  It  will  be  seen  that  a large  number 
of  the  cases  are  Impetigo.  This  is  a condition  where  small  abrasions 
of  the  skin  become  infected  and  festering  sores  are  set  up.  This 
condition  is  usually  associated  with  lack  of  cleanliness  of  the  skin, 
and  the  timely  application  of  soap  and  water  insufficient  quantity 
would  do  much  to  prevent  the  condition.  As  the  condition  is 
contagious  it  gives  rise  to  much  unnecessary  absenteeism,  and  as 
it  is  preventible  its  treatment  at  the  School  Clinic  takes  up  the 
time  of  the  School  Nurses  unnecessarily.  Ringworm  of  head  and 
body  is  fairly  prevalent,  and  is  treated  by  applications  of  various 
drugs  only.  X-Ray  Treatment  is  not  obtainable  under  the  Local 
Education  Authority’s  Scheme. 

(e) .  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Defective  Vision.  External 
Eye  Diseases  are  dealt  with  at  the  School  Clinic  as  Minor  Ailments, 
except  serious  cases,  which  are  referred  to  a private  doctor  or  hos- 
pital. Children  suffering  from  Defective  Vision  and  Squint  who 
require  treatment  are  mostly  treated  under  the  Scheme  of  the 
Local  Education  Authority.  During  the  year  55  children 
submitted  to  treatment  at  the  Eye  Clinic,  7 were  treated  by  private 
practitioners.  Fuller  particulars  are  given  in  Table  IV.  below. 

(/).  Ear  Disease  and  Hearing. — 29  children  received  treat- 
ment at  the  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  for  diseases  of  the  ear,  prin- 
cipally Otorrhoea.  Parents  are  instructed  in  the  use  of  the  rubber 
ball  ear  syringe,  in  order  to  carry  out  home  treatment.  Six 
children  were  treated  otherwise. 
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9.  Open-Air  Schools  : — 

Physical  exercises  are  given  in  the  school  playgrounds  in  fine 
weather,  and  during  the  summer  certain  other  classes  are  taught  in 
the  playground.  Nature  Study  in  the  open  air,  and  visits  to  fac- 
tories, etc.,  have  been  undertaken  in  at  least  one  school.  There 
are  no  School  Camps,  Open-air  Class-rooms,  Day  Open-air  Schools 
or  Residential  Open-air  Schools  in  the  City. 

10.  Physical  Training  : — 

Beyond  recommending  children  to  be  excused  drill  on  account 
of  certain  physical  conditions,  the  School  Medical  Officer  is  not 
associated  with  the  work  of  Physical  Training.  There  is  no  Area 
Organizer  for  Physical  Training.  A play  centre  is  provided  at 
Lord  Scudamore’s  School  every  School-day  evening. 

11.  Provision  of  Meals: — 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Authority  under  the  Pro- 
vision of  Meals  Acts,  1906-1914. 

12.  School  Baths  : — 

There  are  no  School  Baths,  but  arrangements  are  made  by 
the  Authority  whereby  school  children  can  attend  the  Public 
Baths  and  obtain  instruction  in  swimming.  During  1923,  126 
boys  and  76  girls  obtained  certificates  of  proficiency  in  swimming. 
In  addition  five  girls  obtained  certificates  for  proficiency  in  life 
saving  issued  by  the  Royal  Life  Saving  Society. 

13.  Co-Operation  of  Parents 

As  noted  above,  parents  are  invited  to  attend  Routine  Medical 
Inspections,  and  in  order  that  as  many  parents  or  guardians  as  pos- 
siblemay  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  being  present  while 
the  School  Medical  Officer  is  in  the  School,  the  Routine  Medical  In- 
spections are  carried  out  as  far  as  possible  in  the  afternoons.  In 
spite  of  this  it  is  a matter  for  regret  that  so  few  parents  were  present. 
Household  and  other  duties  no  doubt  prevent  a few  parents,  but 
the  majority  could  attend,  and  apart  from  any  advantage  to  them- 
selves, they  can  assist  the  School  Medical  Officer  very  much  in 
assessing  the  physical  condition  of  their  children.  1,008  children 
were  examined,  but  in  only  306  cases  was  the  parent  or  guardian 
present.  Other  relatives  attended  in  86  cases.  Again  many  of 
the  parents  do  not  attend  with  their  children  when  they  come  up 
to  the  Treatment  Clinic.  All  children  attending  the  Clinics  for  the 
first  time  at  least  should  be  accompanied  by  a responsible  adult, 
who  can  give  some  history  of  the  case,  and  take  instructions  for  its 
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treatment.  It  is  a waste  of  the  Medical  Officer’s  time  to  give  in- 
structions to  a young  child  as  to  treatment.  It  is  to  be  feared  that 
as  the  work  of  the  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  is  done  without  payment, 
it  is  evaluated  accordingly  by  many  parents. 

A four  page  leaflet  dealing  with  the  activities  of  the  School 
Medical  Department  was  drawn  up  for  the  Care  Committee  of  the 
Education  Authority  and  distributed  to  the  parents  of  children 
attending  the  Elementary  Schools. 

14.  Co-operation  of  Teachers 

Valuable  assistance  is  given  by  the  Teachers  in  all  branches  of 
the  work.  By  drawing  attention  to  children  who  are  dirty  and  ver- 
minous they  can  do  much  to  assist  in  preventing  this.  The  keeping 
of  records  of  temperatures  in  the  class-rooms  by  the  teachers  afford 
a valuable  index  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  heating  arrangments. 

The  teachers  also  send  notification  of  children  known  to  be 
absent  through  infectious  disease  to  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

15.  Co-Operation  of  School  Attendance  Officer.— 

There  is  only  one  School  Attendance  Officer,  who  co-operates 
with  the  School  Medical  Department  in  all  matters  affecting  school 
attendance.  The  usual  notices  of  children  excluded  from  or  re- 
admitted to  school  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  are  sent  to  the 
School  Attendance  Committee. 

16.  Co-Operation  of  Voluntary  Bodies.— 

The  work  of  the  School  Medical  Department  is  directed  by  the 
Care  Sub-Committee  of  the  Education  Committee.  This  Sub- 
Committee  consists  partly  of  elected  members  of  the  Town  Council 
and  partly  of  co-opted  members,  and  its  members  visit  the  schools 
from  time  to  time  to  see  that  their  recommendations  are  carried  out. 

There  is  also  co-operation  with  the  National  Society  for  Pre- 
vention of  Cruelty  to  Children,  and  with  the  Distress  Committee, 
to  which  cases  requiring  temporary  assistance  either  in  food  or 
clothing  for  children  attending  the  Public  Elementary  Schools  are 
referred.  Cases  requiring  assistance  are  also  reported  from  time 
to  time  to  the  Charities  administered  by  the  various  religious 
bodies  in  the  Citv. 

17.  Blind,  Deaf,  Defective  and  Epileptic  Children.— 

Such  children  of  school  age  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
School  Medical  Officer  by  teachers,  the  School  Nurses  or  the  School 
Attendance  Officer.  As  will  be  seen  in  Table  3,  one  deaf  child  and 
one  mentally  defective  child  are  in  residential  institutions.  No 
fresh  cases  have  been  placed  during  1923.  One  of  the  most  press- 
ing problems  is  that  of  the  mentally  defective  child.  It  has  been 
estimated  that  one  person  out  of  about  every  two  hundred  and 
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fifty  of  the  general  population  is  mentally  deficient.  It  is  true  that 
the  care  and  training  of  such  children  is  costly  but  their  neglect 
will  be  more  costly.  The  provision  of  more  schools  both  day  and 
residential  is  an  urgent  necessity  and  the  education  of  parents  as  to 
the  necessity  of  sending  mentally  defective  children  to  such  schools 
is  no  less  important.  It  is  often  difficult  to  persuade  parents  that 
a child  is  nothing  more  than  dull  or  backward.  They  neglect  to 
think  of  what  is  to  become  of  the  child  when  it  grows  up  unfitted  to 
take  a place  in  the  struggle  for  existence.  During  1923  five  men- 
tally defective  children  wrere  notified  to  the  local  Education 
Authority  but  in  only  one  case  was  the  consent  of  the  parents 
obtained  to  have  the  child  sent  to  an  institution  for  training  and 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year  no  vacancy  had  been  obtained  for  the 
child. 

In  one  of  the  schools  at  least  the  measurement  of  the  intelli- 
gence of  such  children  is  carried  out  by  one  of  the  standard  methods. 
The  results  of  these  tests  are  very  useful  in  arriving  at  a con- 
clusion as  to  the  extent  of  the  mental  deficiency  and  the  tests  can 
be  carried  out  far  more  satisfactorily  by  the  teacher  to  whom  the 
child  is  accustomed  than  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

There  are  55  children  in  attendance  at  the  Elementary 
Schools  who  are  retarded  two  or  three  years. 

18.  Nursery  Schools.— 

There  are  no  nursery  schools  in  the  City. 

19.  Employment  of  Children  and  Young  Persons. 

(1)  The  employment  of  children  and  young  persons  is  regu- 
lated by  Bye-laws  which  came  into  force  on  1st.  January,  1921. 
All  children  employed  outside  school  hours  are  registered  by  the 
Authority,  and  are  examined  as  specials  at  Routine  Medical  Inspec- 
tions by  the  School  Medical  Officer.  23  boys  and  4 girls  had  been 
registered  up  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Children  employed  before 
school  hours  in  the  sale  or  delivery  of  milk,  or  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, must  be  certified  fit  for  such  employment  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer.  Two  certificates  were  issued  during  the  year. 
One  breach  of  the  Bye-laws  by  the  employment  of  a boy  under  12 
years  of  age  wras  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Authority,  and  his 
employment  was  discontinued. 

(2)  A medical  report  based  on  the  latest  available  inspection 
is  furnished  on  the  Labour  card  of  each  leaver  child,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Juvenile  Employment  Committee  of  the  Labour 
Exchange.  The  Committee  meets  monthly,  and  the  School 
Medical  Officer  attends  in  an  advisory  capacity. 

(3)  No  case  of  injury  to  health  or  physical  development  oc- 
casioned by  employment  has  been  noted  during  the  year. 
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TABLE  1. 

RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS,  (1923). 
A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections. 


Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections.— 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  247 

Intermediates  ...  ...  ...  376 

Leavers  ...  ...  ...  ...  385 

Total  ...  ...  ...  1,008 

B.  Other  Inspections.— 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  ...  763 

Number  of  re-inspections  ...  ...  872 

Total  ...  ...  ...  1,635 
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Table  II.  A.  Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1923. 


Defect  or  Disease 

(1) 

^Requiring  Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be 
-r^kept  under  obser- 

"-"vation,  but  NOT 

requiring  treatment 

^Requiring  Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be 

2^kept  under  obser- 
vation, but  NOT 
requiring  treatment. 

Malnutrition 

164 

3 

2 

Uncleanliness 

34 

101 

2 

5 

’ Ringworm  : — 

• • 

Scalp 

3 

... 

32 

£ 

WH  ^ 

Bodv 

1 

27 

CO 

Scabies 

1 

9 

Impetigo 

5 

10 

107 

^ Other  Diseases  (non-Tubercular) 

4 

16 

448 

' Blepharitis 

3 

10 

19 

Conjunctivitis 

1 

1 

. , . 

• • 

Keratitis 

Corneal  Opacities 

i 

... 

• . . 

W 

Defective  Vision  (excluding  Squint) 

50 

40 

16 

6 

Squint 

6 

7 

7 

4 

w Other  conditions 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

... 

'’Defective  Hearing 

6 

9 

% \ 

Otitis  Media  ... 

9 

9 

... 

w 

Other  Ear  Diseases 

1 

... 

35 

... 

H 

"Enlarged  Tonsils 

6 

61 

1 

4 

<3 

Adenoids 

2 

... 

• 

c/5  (A 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ... 

11 

23 

... 

... 

& H 

Other  Conditions 

• • • 

... 

. . . 

... 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non-Tuber- 

cular) 

4 

63 

• • . 

8 

Defective  Speech  ... 

11 

... 

... 

Teeth  : — 

Dental  Diseases 

34 

136 

8 

8 

f Heart  Disease  : 

H 2 
(A  •>  . 

Organic  ... 

1 

18 

• • • 

2 

Functional 

• • • 

25 

• • • 

W rj 

so 

Anaemia 

• • • 

35 

• •• 

4 

Routine. 

Inspections. 


Special 

Inspections. 


No.  of 
Defects. 


No.  of 
Defects. 
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Lungs  : — 

Bronchitis 

4 

43 

6 

Other  Non-Tubercular  Disease  ... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

( l ) 

'’Pulmonary  : 

Definite  ... 

1 

HH 

l/l 

Suspected 

8 

• . . 

i 

o 

Non-Pulmonary  : 

Glands 

i 

o *< 

Spine 

• . • 

• . . 

. . * 

w 

ffl 

Hip 

. . . 

• • • 

. . • 

D 

H 

Other  Bones  and  Joints  : 

Skin 

1 

Other  forms 

2 

... 

i 

> S 

r Epilepsy  ...  ... 

1 

l 

W W « 

Chorea 

1 

• » • 

... 

^ Other  conditions 

7 

... 

... 

OS  l/l 

o w 

r Rickets 

1 

19 

2 

t 2 J 

u H ^ 

Spinal  Curvature 

1 

4 

• . • 

3 % 

Other  forms 

1 

6 

... 

1 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases  ... 

7 

14 

313 

2 

B.  Number  of  Individual  Children  found  at  Routine  Medical 
Inspection  to  require  Treatment  (excluding  Uncleanliness  and 


Dental  Diseases). 


Number  of  Children 

Percentage 

of  children 

Group 

Inspected 

Found  to  re- 

found  to  re- 

quire  treatment 

quire  treatment 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Age  Groups  : 

Entrants 

247 

23 

9.3% 

Intermediates 

376 

54 

14.3% 

Leavers... 

385 

56 

14.5% 

Total 

1008 

133 

13.1% 

Other  Routine  Inspections 

62 

22 

35 

Table  III. — Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area. 
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Table  IV.— Return  of  Defects  treated  during  the  Year  ended 

31st  December,  1923. 

TREATMENT  TABLE. 


Group  I. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which 

see  Group  V.) 


DISEASE  OR  DEFECT. 

Number  of  Defects  tr 
under  treatment  during 

eated,  or 
the  year. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Other- 

wise. 

Total. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Skin — 

Ringworm — Scalp 

28 

4 

32 

Ringworm- — Body 

27 

. . . 

27 

Scabies 

3 

6 

9 

Impetigo 

106 

• • • 

106 

Minor  Injuries 

129 

4 

133 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

306 

6 

312 

Ear  Disease 

29 

6 

35 

Eye  Disease — 

external  and  other 

37 

7 

44 

Miscellaneous 

139 

159 

298 

Total 

804 

192 

996 

Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye 
Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments, — Group  I. 


Numbe 

iT  of  Defects  deal 

t with. 

Defect  or  Disease 

(1) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

(2) 

Submitted  to 
refraction  by 
private  practit- 
ioner or  at  hos- 
pital, apart  from 
the  Authority's 
Scheme. 

(3) 

Other- 

wise. 

(4) 

Total 

(5) 

Errors  of  Refraction 
(Including  Squint) 

55 

3 

4 

62 

Other  Defect  or  Disease 
of  the  eyes  (excluding  those 
recorded  in  Group  I.) 

2 

1 

. 

1 

4 

Total 

57 

4 

5 

66 

62 


Total  number  of  Children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed — 52 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  49 

(b)  Otherwise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  number  of  Children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles  ...  51 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  48 

(b)  Otherwise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS. 


Received  Operative  Treatment 

« 

By  Private 

Under  the 

Practitioner 

Received 

Authority’s 

or  Hospital 

other 

Total 

Scheme  in 

apart  from  the 

Total 

forms  of 

Number. 

Clinic  or 

Authority’s 

Treat- 

Treated. 

Hospital. 

Scheme. 

ment. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

.6 

4 

10 

6 

16 

Group  IV. — Dental  Defects. 

(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were  : — 


(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist  : 


aged  5 

6 

7 

8 

Routine  Age  9 

Group.  10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

54") 

43 

54 
190 
262 
256  y 
178 

184 

145 

101 J 

Total 

...  1,457 

SPECIALS 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

42 

Grand 

Total 

...  1,499 

(b)  Found  to  require  treatment  ... 

(c)  Actually  treated 

... 

... 

779 

406 

(d)  Re-treated  during  the  year  as  the  result  of  periodical 
examination 

243 

(2) 

Half  days  devoted  to 

Inspection  12 
Treatment  74 

Total 

86 

(3) 

Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

. . . 

...  847 

(4) 

Fillings 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 

18*®}  Total 

...  1,901 

(5) 

Extractions 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 

103 1 
239 

Total 

...  342 

(6) 

Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions 

...  Nit 

(7) 

Other  operations 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 

NiP 

Nil 

-y 

Total 

Nil 
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GROUP  V. — Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  conditions. 

1.  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  by  the 

School  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

2.  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools  by  School 

Nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

3.  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ...  ...  ...  524 

4.  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Local 

Education  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

5.  Number  of  cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken  : 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(b)  Under  the  School  Attendance  Bye-laws  ...  ...  Nil. 
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Clinics 
Closets  ... 

Closet  Conversions 
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Committee,  Care  ... 

Education 
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Housing  Acts 
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Teachers 

Voluntary  Bodies 
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Defective  Children 
Dental  Defects 
Diseases,  Infectious 
Diseases,  Notifiable 
Disinfection 
Drainage  Defects  ... 

Dried  Milk 
Ear  Disease 
Education  Committee 
Employment  of  Children  ... 

Epileptic  Children 


PAGE 

18 

12 

13 

11 

33 

12 

52 

23 

12 

18 

36 

8 

32 

7 

31 

10 

15 

16 
45 
18 
36 
36 

2 

2 

2 

52 

53 
53 
53 
38 
21 

53 
48,  62 

6,  49 
6 

20 
15 
23 
47,  51 
36 

54 
53 
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Lodging  Houses,  Common 
Margarine  Act 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
May  Fair 
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14 
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8 
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18 
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8 

Smallpox  Hospital 

8,  31 
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28 

Staff,  School  Medical  Department 

37 
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5 

,,  Vital  ... 

5 

Teachers,  Co-operation  of  ... 

53 
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18 
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18 
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10 

Treatment,  Medical 

50 
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63 

Unsound  Food 

19 
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9,48 
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47 

Vital  Statistics 

5 

Voluntary  Bodies,  Co-operation  of 

53 
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13 
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45 
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